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THE EDITOR CHATS WITH HIS READERS 

THE ROAD '00 RUIN 

Is i t possible for our sen ~imenta:l hearts to lead us fraD the 
st rai ght and narrow path? Nar.y years ago I bought one of the excellen t 
llelson series of juven il e books , Entitled "Contraband TOl!lily" by Charle s 
Glerig , it told of a young lower-d eck sailor boy who succeeded in 
challlling places am identiti es vith an obnoxious midshipnan . The young 
sai l or was named TOllllil)" Larl<sj"11'. It is an exciting and wrusual story 
and it always pl eased me. I t still has a pla ce of honour in 11\Y book-
case. 

So, when I sav that a hors e naned ".Larksp..ir" was .running in the 
Derby this year , I was tempted t o ri sk the hard - earned crown, each vey, 
lllld th e devil loo ked after his o,m. I like "Contraband Tomory" more 
t han ever now. But what would Harry Wharton say? 
THE 1962 ANNUAL 

-·- °!?" of the hifPllis!; ts of thiayear~Annual will Wldoub~~ -be •. 
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a remarkable contri but i on from that versatile young man, Mr. W. o. G. 
Loft s . He has listed ever; subs titut e sto ry to appea r in the Magnet , 
with the llBlJles of the men who wrote them. Mr. Lof t s llBllles no les s 
than 19 substitut e write rs who contri buted Greyfr iars s t ori es , and it 
is most intriguing to consider the different types of t ale s which the se 
writ ers pro duced . Thi s as toni shing article i s one of Mr. Lofts I fine st 
achievement s . 

I n "Da.mzy's Diary 11 we seem to have one of our most success ful 
new features fo r years. Al.mos t every l ett er whi ch has re ached this 
off ice from r eaders during the past two months has cont ained sane 
kindly cooment on Dnney. 

Ju.st why has Ienny proved so popular? He i s merely a very 
human, ra the r ingenu ous , not particularly intelligent boy of his time . 
I s he r eally much diff ere nt from the lad who l iv es next door bu t one 
in 1962? Maybe his success is due to the fact that we rather like to 
l ook back, for a few moments now and then, on a more l ei surely world 
that has gone f or ever. 

WE' RE IN THE BRITISH MUSEUM 

Sin ce January 1960 every issue of Colle c t ors ' Diges t has gone to 
tthe Bri ti sh Museum. Readers will be happy to know tha t their own 
magazine i s pre served for poster it y . 

THE EDITOR. 

* * * * * 
THIS MONTH' S OOVER 

In May 11e brougltt you an example of t he work of t he late R. J , 
Macdonald . Thi s month we give you anot her piece of work fro m th e same 
arti st, but many years earlier . This pic ture was drswn in 1906, when 
he was a young man. Sure l y Mac was unsurpassed in this type of del ight. 
ful rus tic scene . 

* * * * * 
YE OLDE CYNIQUE INN 

lie never make mis tralce s . 

* * * * * 
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AJR. 
HAIR 

BUDDL E 'S 
SHIRT 

s r £RJ C PA YN£ 
1btre wu I tap at the stucSJ door . littl e lOUOer tbls ttme. ttr. Buddle, seated at hi s desk near •coa tn,• tnapped ttr . Buddl• . tl'tt wlndow, looted 1i.» Ind sighed. Nr. tb t lad1 ,ho entu-.d was about CortT. !!ludal• had bad a t,us, da1, .-ic be wu Sht ,as Pl!Z:l>tlh , had bt auu ru117 waftd tired. lt was prtze«tYtna day at Sbde , 1olden hair , end WON a bteoatng f rock or and most or the at temOffl ht bed 1ptnt pile blue eylon . A ,t\lt t Dut~ collar seated on an WlCieldcrt abl t ehatr In threw htr str ik i ng hair Into Yh'ld nlltr . Bl& Ball 'llheN a nt.Dtr' or &t.i • bQJ1 bad ttr. Blddl.1 rose r.o hta feet , atttltnc present.t:d an tn tert alnlllnt or sort a for a gruic.. Lbe edlttc atton or tl!.1 r u t or tbl aehool •ttr. Blxtdlt ?• Wld a ooupl t or tu'ldNd "Ytattlng parent s . I •Tu , madal::ll CM 1 ht l p 101119 ~~~·.:;.:~::r!riUl I creas:~nt!~ :;~ ot tile newcomer 

"1o played Ca.,ca, had eOlll)letelY spoil ed I •ttr, Bmdu , 7cu muat drln • •ttt the etr eet b)' treading on Kuk AnthonY1 s u I am a nuisance. The last tbl ,. I wish tog a M d r ipping It fro. that gentleman •, 1· t o be la a nui sance . You DJ.st bl bU.11, so bact . Bo ibe: ucerpt s , to the reh H rHl near to Ult end or t.eM. But could 1 or 'l'lhleh tr .. Buddle had deToted mn y houra speait to you t or one c tnui.1 - tor cne 111nut.1 ot b i s spare ttJDt, were dur1ged fro• I only - about Cedri c?' traaedJ w rolllckln, farc e .. .ls • t.rt&edY, , ' Cedrle l' echoed Nr .. Buddle aeban-lt' .. Bucicu, 1 , production ai&ht han Ju.at tca.ny. 1be nane rang a btll . Be bad got bf. M a f arc e, It"" ten-ltte . heard It before .. With a 1lnlcln& at ht1 Thi senior s bad prcu ni.ed a CiNlk I heart. ht feared that he had a C&drle In hh play , and during Its pr esent at i on Hr. own tcnn.. 
Bu41le found h i s cha.tr growl~ hardt.r tnd 1 1 am NN:. Ntredtth ,' said tbt lad!' harder . 1n blu e nylon. 

'"11 ent.ert.almmc. had taks, t.,., hotr s I Nr. Buddle ' •"°" " tt ars wert and the tollnwlng forty minut es wert de- re ali sed. voted to the prlzt&lvtng , wtth Hr. Buddl e •Pl ease bt aeai.ed, Nrs. NerecUtb. J.s d'ld thl rest or t.hl .st&tt Mated on hard you say, t m TU, bu.s7, but --c:batrs oa the st ag, . Hr. Scarl et., Head- •or eour .. Jou an bus, . Aren't we 1:1aSter or Slad e , had ciadt a speech ,tilch I &11?9 aveed ~ • • Neredtth. She oloaed tht seemed mend ing , and then th e prtzt s and door , and S1M. down crac e ruUy Into Hr. cert It !Gates had bttn pN sented by a lb:kUet s 3rDch1Jr . 'But If J ou can spare gonmor or tht achco:. • «1 1 a tnute onlY -• 
At lffl& t an 1' was o-,er, ind Hr . I Qle talked aolldlY tor ttti. u n BOOdle had ti ed, In th e cool ot th e mtrutu , She ~okt or herself, or her hl..Ls-iVl:llln1 , to th t 10lltud t o r his stue17, 

1 
band 1ltlo h.3d been unable to acccq>Q her dode:tnc IDM1 dotlrw paren t.I en route . to tbt prtuel Tln&, lfWS or ber sen. Host Only two aore dal• t.o co and then . or &11, or her ,on . lil t c learly vnr-the t.eM1111JOU.ld bt over , Row nic e It ,rOUld I looked th e t act th at nr. Btddle haCI other be, thought Hr. Buddle, If he could spend boys In h is cl aas beside bar IOll. his Taoat lon on an lal.Sld flflere all boys 1 -Wt d .. not apoll Cedr ic , or co.r ae, • 

were m,:n~ a!t b~ wu r.pe attd , 1 j :::•:«: 1tr.,e';./1:::=!!; t: c:'! I~ not . 
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prec t oua indeed. I contess tl'l&t he ls 
precious to us . o r cwrse , l t Is oertaln 
that we :tlall never have anoth er son - • 

Hr. J\uddle was allout to np r esa ht s 
congratUlat t ons but checke<:I h lcs elt 111 
tltcie. 

•t t ts prac tt oal l)" tq,oaslble to 
apoll a boy li ke Cedrtc • expl a ined ttrs. 
Meredith . •He Is a N!Oal"'kable charac t er . 

I 

To a large extent he ha.s t'W' personal i ty and 
hl s Cather• s brain. I know t ha t socie ot I 
our relativ es cons ider t hat we tndulg e 
Cedric . Perhaps we do . Hr. Buddle • per-

hapa "!s':;;,, noti• llllr'ClD'ed Hr. Buddl e , I 
glad to get a word tn . I 

Hrs . Hered l th smll ed, openeci the I 
: :::~ ~d~8:w~~~ a"~1~:a!:e:\~er i 
paper . I 

tl!O d~! h:1:~n!1~:e:h:: : ~ : · y~~ I 
t ton. tty brot her has proclsed to '8ka ! 

~J: ~~:fn:"a ~ :e:~t!~ ; ~rP!rt s . j 
T?le holiday wl 11 be tccen se ly enj oyabl e for , 

~::'t~ii~~ :~:;s:h e ~~!~onal. OUr I 
:~.d~~~~th

58!::0:•h!~!~ sad!¥ . I 
1 Unt ortunate 1Y, r.r. Buddl e , 111'1 ! 

brot her ll!l>osed a condi tion. It ta t hat t 
Cedric :llal l have a rea.sonab].y good r epor t 
at th i s t~end . His report s have not 
been very good s tnce he has been at Sl ade . 1 
I regret to say. I t h ink, perhaps, tha t ! 
he ts not fUll.Y \llderstood here , though he I 
loves Slad e. He dld so well at his prep 
school . I Saft' the Pr incipal ot hts prep 
school only recenti, and th e good man 
assu red oe Wt. hi s school r eally seeoed 
a dt rt erent pl ace after Cedric l eft&• 

1 1 am sure ot tha t&• breathed Hr. 
Boodle. 

'However, the caln thing t s tha t 
Cedr ic ts happy here. Hts r ather and I 
do not bother so Cllch about h ts scholaat l c 
progress . But a:i;y broth er . ttr. Boodle, Is 
an obst.tnate man - alt)os t p ig-headed , I i 
.eight seY. He will not take Cedric on th ts ! 

~ l~~~lor!;~:{. ab~~~~e:; ~t~: t o / 
be re asonable , and he rel ent ed so tar a.s to 
M¥ th at he wcul d tak e Cedric provi d ing 
t here Is one "' just one - redeeming It em 

on his re port. • Mrs. Neredl th unfo ld ed the 
aheet or P1'>er .ta t eh she had. t aken from her 
bag . • 1 hove here Cedr t c• s r eport t or th is 
ter,:,, - ttr, Scar l et would norm ll y d ispatch 
i t at t e~ end, but he al l owed me to have 
It th is at t emoon . ttr . BuclcUe - • ttn. 
Neredlth looked reproach ful . •ttr. Bwdle, 
there ls not one - not one redeeming Item 
on th is tero• s report . • 

'Yoll' son , 111l th a ttn e holiday depen
dent on a good Npo~ should have Wcrit ed 
hard er ,• sa id Nr . Btdd le art cily . 

' \rr.tfft, ye s , ot cours e he moul d -
but boys wtll be boys .• sigh ed 11rs. Mere
dith. 'L isten to the se ltel!!S• Nr. Budal e. 
They are so disc ouragi ng tor a lad 'mO has 
done h is bes t . Rellg lous Knowledge: 1n,.1s 
boy t a(e, tiut 11 ttle In ter es t . He has no 
spiritual yesrnl.ng . • tn t tt alled A.B. • 

' HY o,ri 1n1t.1als&• observed tt-. 
Buddl e. 

11The next ttem also bears your 
t ntt lal s , tr. Bua:ll e . Engllsh Language: 
tSpelllng careless . COQ>Osl tt on lndt tl erent . 
Thi s boy bu an exce ll m t tlratn which he 
Nfusea to use. ' Dlgl hlh Literature : 1Tbts 
boy r efuses t.o concent r ate . , Atten t ion t.o 
Stud)': ' This boy t s 1ouq . 11 

1Whatl' 
•Lazy-1• corr ected Hrs. Neredt U'I. She 

coughed. ' It ' s your appal li ng wrltlng , Hr. 
Buddle. Doctors md schoolmas t ers ere 
notorious for tbe tr dreadful wrttt ng• 
aren ' t they?• 

Hr . Bllklle grun t ed. 
•Th e r epor t ls the saoe al l the Wa)" 

through ,• went en Hrs. t1ered t th., 1 Cheml
stcy: •Ttlts boy ts i rr espons ibl e . Hts 
expertcients put the ent ir e schoo l 1n pern r . 
In lttalled P . c .. • 

•Ttlat ts ttr. Crath l e• the cbfmls tr)' 
outer ,• lll.ltteNd Nr. Bud::Su. 

•NathelilSttcs: •nits bo7 has no head 
tor tlgw-es .. His condUCt a t tt mes l eads one 
to suspect that he has no head at all •. 
In i t i alled B.Cl.. 'Mle Classics mast er haa 
been positive )¥ rocet lous , ttr . Buddle . He 
has lla"ltt en ' Thia boy pref ers to be at \h e 
bottoo or the clas s a!!!I tt ts near the 
r adiator In winter Sld t he " lndOff ln 
swrcier . • The Fr ench master has wri tt en 
•Hopel ess 1 •• 

Nr. Buddl e at tn-ed meastl.y on h i s 
chai r . 

• I suggest , oadam• tha t 7ou and h t , 
...... -, .. •••••• ... .,,,. ,..., .. ... ,..,M.,,~, ... ., •• ,o,o, •• , ,.,,,. ,_ ,.,, . ,.,.,, •• .,., .... , .. , •• ,, ,o .. , ... .... .. ,,_ ... .,, ..... - ... , ...... , ... ,..,, • .,,, ,.,,, .. , ... , , .. ,,,.,.,,0, ,,o.,,o .. m<o"''"""••H" o" l"""••ff 



Page 6 ~-...... ________ .. ____ .. , ....... __________ ... ____ ..,, ..... - ......... . 

father ~ould haTe a serloUI talk wtt.b 
caitDrlc _. 

•cec1r1c1• · 
•cwtc l ' agreed Hr. Buddlt. • t am 

aoITY tbat the lad dhould be d l aappo tnt ed 
over ht s holtdq , bUt t.be fault ts bi s Cllt'I. 
Even so , Nrs •. tleredlth , sUrelY the report 
11 not all bad . At sports, ror lnstmce , 

ycur son ts , 1 SlClUld ban thought , abOl'e 
average __... 

HN. Heredtt.h ttiook: her head, a)d 
gla,ced dOM again at the report form. 

She read cut: • sport.s and Athl et ics: 
•Slack. nits bo1 needs to develop latl:llt 
apor t tng tnat tncts'. Inltlalled R.c . • 

Mr. Buddle sat veq stil l tor a few 
~n t s . He regarded Hrs .. Heredlth 
thoughttull.)', nnd t.ben leaned forward and 
took the repcrt tom. He read l t through . 
Hi s brows kn i tted a, his eyes lingered 
on the cOCDent or tbe os:ies Nllster: 
•slsck. 'thi s 007 needs to devel op l at ent 
.-,ortlng tnattnc t s.• 1ba1 th e Initials 
R.C. 

Untll this ocmnt Hr. Buddle would 
ban thou.gilt n. quite iq,o&Sll:Jle t or MY 
master to tie W)JU.st to Neredlth of Sl ade. 
Heredtth was a l a:qf harl.P--acarm scholar; 
h i s generol condUot l eft. very J:IICh to be 
desired. But Mr+ l!uddl e did not believe 
uia.e. Hered lth was ever slack or lacking 
IIP(rtlng t nsttnets on the pl3¥tng ttelds. I 
1'rue1 '*"• Buddl e did not tak e 111¥ int erest 
ln school games, but nD:1urs or Ner edtth • s 
pl"\:)'llleH on the Cl'l c*et gromc1 had reached 
even Hr. B\Dlle . 

IT . Buddle did not ltke Meredith . The 
bey was tar too troublesome tn every wtt/. I 
~ :;~l!e:: !i~u:i~::"• am he . 

Ke rose to his t eet . I •tt-s. Neredlth, • he sai d, • r think 
that posslb }J there has been a s light 
error tn one ot these tteN. I hope so. I 
I • fll go Into the matte r .• Be poua:ed, an:! l 
Uteri added: •The reports are, or course , j 
oaretully reconsidered by tr . Scarlet be
tore thq are sent out. I thl1*. I can : 
prootse you that there wi ll be at least cne I 
redeemtnt feature on the report lltlen It 
reaches JOU. Please l ean It "Ith 1!18 now,• I 

Its . Neredlth rose, and held out 
her hand. Happtness was llfttnlng In her I 

br l&h\~':98~;;, . ,Ile ,aid -uls lvel.J, J 

1700 are an tnle~endtng 11a11, You know 
or course , that your beys call you •The 
~ ... ... 

•The Ci~, eJaeUlated ttr. Buddle . 
•1t J.s a term or atteet lon, • sa i d 

Nrs. Meredi th, • 1 can on]J add tbat .70u 
are aver., k ind ald \l'lderstancllng •Ctrrc>. n 

Hr. Buddle waa cieeeh l ess u Sile 
took her departure . 

. •' .. .. . . 
A halt - M"'hour later Hr. Btzldle mde 

hts way to the""Stxtb Fon., pa.ssace. He 
pomea outside lhe Beaa Bo7' s atud1 - the 
largest en th e long ~lTldor . There Na.I a 
a.zra.zr or conversatton troa with in, 

ttr. Bu:2dl e tapped m the door md 
entered. 

Antrobus, Captain ot Slade, wu 
9PlaW11ng In an annchalr with his feet 

· lnelegantl.Y res t Ing Cfl a bet~ •ute • 
paper basket. Al s, In the stuc11, atflldi?W 
by the tabl e l!ild ·tndu1trlou.sty o i ling a 
cricket bat , was Scar l et , "10 , Ollflna; t o hl s 
relatlon~ t p t<}, the ReaQ:Ja&ter or Slade , 
"83 knOMl to all end sW'IOIY by tbe nloknl!IDEI 
of Ptnlcy-t11. 

At th e 1.1\expected al)pearance of Nr. 
Buddle, Ant.robes has t llY rea:ind h i s feet 
fra:1 th e waste,l,s,aper basket., ~ hoisted 
hts blg dlSCular t l"QClt f'rtlCI the an:chatr , 
·Both 800 tors l ooked • tt.h aurprt ae at the 
master of Ule t.orer Fourth . 

• t m glad to ttnd you are beN, 
Antz"'Obus, and ~u t oo , Scerl et, • said 
ttr, 81.ddl e. •t would like j ust A woad 
wtth you ·both conoernlng a boY In 'tf/ !Ol'D -
Herodll:ll . • •• 

•Yes, sir'?' 
Antrcbus r atsea his e7ebrow:, In 

poli te enqull'7• Plnk;)-NI placed his 
crick et bat on the '-able , and "lped his 
fingers on o pi ece ot rag. 

•As Head Prereor., Antrobus , you will 
be a,,are that Heredtr.h Is rather a troubl e
some boy , • continued Hr. Buddle . 

•very . tl"oublesome, ,tr,• agreed u, e 
Captai n or Slade. 1A obeeky 1ouni deYll , 
str , thoUBh he ha.a ht s 1ood polnta. Ia be 
1n troubl e?• 

•Not at all l 1 said Nr. Buddle. He 
ptrSed his lip s, Whfl.e Antrobus and Ptnkl"
Hl regarded hi m. eurtou.slY. He went on: 

•Though liered l Ch la a laey boy In 



Page 7 

olau , end tro..CluoN io a de;: ., 1 han \ enjcy ed t hat. accoq>Uatl:lint. U Slade he 
al"811 bad the lq>reaston that he ·ts a<UW:I I "as generallY dei,ened bJ jtS1lor seb.ool . 
end keen at his gem s. .U Read lsne s Pre- The aentor-1 he cede a point or meeting oo 
t eot , Ant robua, you will be abl e t • coITeCt thet r f'JWn 1Hel 1 Obattl ng wltb them IBM t o 
• tr 1 dll wrona:.• mm, wltb a. "8alt.b or tbelr s l ani and th e 

inU'Obul M\Sll'ertd wtihout hes l ta ttoo . 1 trequent dtmioua tnrwendo. 8oOil sentora 
•Hered lth t s an exc,n ent 10un1 I regarded hla as a )o ll Y good t e ll0111f 

sportsman, s tr, Mld keen as 11Jat ard,' he ct.hers dlsllked him 1netlnetlnl7 , 
a.atd. •ee t a one or otr roost prociltstng Nr. cre1tord opened hla 8'UCb' door , 
j uniors a t er lcket, sid a good winger oo , end was surprised to t tlld his 11,abt •tt.ehed 
tbe soec er r teld. 1 I oo Elld ttr . BUISdl e seated on a cbalr . 

Nr. 8Uddle nocldid. I •Ah, tbe good old c~,· sa ld IT. 
•I thOUSht ao. Tou are, to aooe crayr ord, •Row remiss or De to torse t 

enent , reaponalbl e for the junior aeoes, I lnvtttng JCU to l!Wlke tn e wtt.h rq stll1Jt • 

~~se, 30 JOU know WNt J'OU are talking i into . H:o~:;~ :e,"~.:·:~. 
•I• m respons ibl e to Ole OlD&s Hast.er, J Buddle' • noee - end perched h lmleU oo tbe 

l!fKl I MTe plenty or eontBllt "tth th e Junior !' s ide or the tabl e. 
aporta.• Antrobus Ntra lned rrom 3a11ng •can I or rer you a gl a.ss or l.Uke-
tbt.l u.e cmes Ha.ater ot Slade was l BZY, 800 wann beer?• ht enquired, 
lert as mob as he poas ltll.1' could to th e · ·~• you , nos• sal d Hr. BUOl1le. 
Read Gamea• Prereet. • t can a:ssUN you, I 11 gl e.ss or Dlo1 1, perhapa? • 
1tr, t.b.at 11erealth ts a r tne yow,g aJ)Ol"t.,... Hr-. Buddle rose to his tee, . Ke held 
Cl!!fl, tihateTer he aq be lik e a t h la les son:!& two ,b eet s or paper 1n bta band. 

•Qutt.e ao1• said Mr-, Buddle with •I baYe ocme JO you oonoernlna 
aat taractlon. •You 110uld sa t.b8 saDB Heredlth'a report,• be aa td caJ..m.1¥. •You 

th ing,. ~~~!; , s ir , Meredith ts a grand I seec1 t~~~ ~tS: :;;t, . 
lttd m the plaJtns fi elds,• said PlnkY-NI I •KeredlUl? lillo•s HerecU\b?• 
at onee. i •Nered tthll sa id tt-, Buddle~ • ts a 

helpt~~l:~~~: ti:~: e~ ~~ j ~p~ s~~t)e ~= ~es~\~ • 
u,ted to know. Goomlght to you boc.h.• I anen t lcm enttre)J' .• 

nie two seniors stared at one Mother j •Oh, tha t !lllelll' little n tU Hasn't 
as lb e doer closed behind Hr. Buddle. · he been turred out or Slade 7et?• 

•Wbat• s In t he " Ind?• demnded •tr you will klndl.1' be ser t oua ,• 
Antrobua. , s aid ?tr . BUddl•, • I mall be &l ad Jr you will 

•nua t&• replied Pinky-HI. : a:l ance at 7our ent17 en twrecltlhts report .• 
t Cr11tord Chuckled, blew a s\Nam or 

siooke ln Nr. Buddl e 1 s dtreotion, and took 
I the report. He a:lanced at Jt. 

rt-. Romte <?Jtiyrord, Gace s Haater or • t.ec.•a s ee& Sports - sports - 1u, 
Blade , sam t ered up Ha.stera • Ct:ITldcr, 1 bert we are. "'1a t ban t wrl\ten ? 'Slack. 
•lnglng tn bis hand a pa ir or •t ni t s bOJ" needs t.o dlfflop l aH nt sport 1n& 
$Wlmlng,,,t.rtllka. Alter the prl &egh'tng tT, ! lnst lnct. s. 1 Tea , that' s rlgbc.. WhaC. about. 
trlt)'rord had a:one t o tbe school Slt'lm!JC tt?• 
pool, ltl ere be ha:! beWt glT l ng an elaborate i 
dl11>la1' or dht.n& betore a &r!'.1311 KJ"OUP ct 
&mi r ing Nl'llora. Hr. Crayfo rd enJ07ed 
being the eentN or an omtrln& group. 

• 1 thtnk you b.aTt made a •t:iiake •• 
said Hr. SU'.Jdle. 

J. C.all , allm young man, athletfo end 
,qrtemed, Hr. era,,ror'd woa quite ntee
lootlna, and knew It . Jn tbe : nem-ti¥ 
Tlll aa:t or ETeralade be 11181 accuatOlil&d to 
meklne feDlntne hearts tlutter and he 

cra,rord seamed the paper with 
exaggerated interest. 

•J. mi stake ? J. apelll~ mlsi.ak•, do 
· 10u mtan? Good 1on1i• 

• I do not mean a ll)tlllng mistake, • 
I said Hr. B\ddle. • I ,uggeat that ,our 
, ocamnt t s ne ither ratr nor accura te.• 

""''"'"-•-•H '"-"'""' """""-"'"'''""''""'"""'"'"""•'""""'"'""'"' •"" ... ,.,,..,..,.,,...,.,,..,,..,,,,.,.,,,,,,.,.,,. .. .,,.,._,.,,..,,,,,.,..,,_,.,.,,.,,..,,,.,..,,.,..., 
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Crt,'fford l &U&hed pl ta.s1nt11. I 
1 8uddlt , TW o-, take )'OW' 

iaJUUt lon out or ca," at uct, - ll'ld YoUrttlf 
alona with 1,.• 

H• h t ld out th • rtport roni, but 

Hr. Buddl e did not tUt It . 
1 1 NQUlrt JOU to alter that flltr')' , ' 

sa id ?tr-, Buddl e , 
'What?• Craf ford spun hta c l&U'ttt e 

lr,to Ult cratt, :!lid from th e table , and 
t<iwtrtd anr ttr-, Bw:kne• •tou nqutrt lt L 
You I\E~ IRE lt L You d.-.ed ol d t ool, 
ht do :rou k:n~ about lb• gacu? Tea Oon• t 
knew • aoa.1 poat rroa a ert cket atuq,. oet ' 

to bla ies out or hert . • I 
•You 'lfOUld not swesr In t ht Heaci,. 

ma.at.tr• • pN aence . so klndlJ don' t do ao 
In mine ,• said Hr, Budclle 1J:l,trturbab l1, 
•As I haw , uat tiattd , I wtitl JOU t o 

a1ter !~~~ ,:r:':t~r_:c..• I 
•rr you tblnlr. 7ou cen dictate to . 

me ht I put In fl1 nports ,o u•,e got I 
S'lother thi nk oomlna, • he said . •Wbatf 1 
Jt natte r to Jcu ftlat I put about HeNdlUli7 I 
the U tt l e beut Is Y'CU'halr 11\lf't - :rou•n J 

~~1:~~\~t It In n.c . Tou bate j 
•Tou ex,ueratt , Crayforct ,• said ttr. ; 

Buddle. ' Nl:Nd lth ta a troubl tao• bQ1 

but I ~ nner al l ow -.,, peraonal 
t etllngs t o colour thl justlo • I 111ete 
tc. ~ l ad In CIY rorm.• 

1 Wbert•1 your wtnu , you pie.a ol d 
tnuin• 

•Let me tl nts h, ple ase . I kno" t or 
a t act th at a C)&el al holid ay tor th i s 
boy Is dependent en bJs reee lTln& a 
moderoc.. report . • 

•oo Jou mean that I •ve bl ued ht s 
d ur,cu or a hol1da)'1' queried Cra)'ford . 
1 Tbat•a &ood news , old 118'1. It• , aaOt A' 

aa1.• 
• I dartl&Y'I' .said 11r. BUddle. •You 

ha'rt not &In n ht.a the C\rtdlt ht dtte l""ftl• 
f or l knew that ht ta aboTe afff'8ge an tbe 
.sports tt eld . I beg JOU to ctur111 your 
entry 611 his report .• 

1 1 shall do nothing ot tht aort l ' 
S)cll)pid Crayford. 

• t th lric 10u •I ll,' said ttr . Bmdlt . 
Cl'o,ytord was brteth lfli hard, 
' Who tht hell do you think JCU are ?• 

h• dsanded. •NtNdtth .., be I n ywr 

. t on,;, but I ea 1n chq t of pm,. Ol d 

Plnk woula never allCllt' you t o 1nt t rhr e tn 

er pro"tnce , and Jou know tt .• 
Hr. Buddle •Ue d IOUl"l,y. 
'I th ink you are mallc1oua. crey rord,' 

ht sat d. Ht went en eor tlfi •What has 

Ktrec:U O!. dont recWltl.J to S\007' 7atll 
bled you out at Ult net , , or txpresHd 

ht a opinion or you In 1our hu r1nc1• 
A brliht tluell aurtu1ed U\t Oamea 

Huter •, t aoe, 
'Cl ear out&• hi mid l ou:ny, • oo you 

want me t o coq:,laln to cld Ptnt? • 
•By al l means,• e&rted tt-. buddl e . 
h . wu a el l.ah ot wtU a. Nr. cray · 

ford was JOWlg, tall end 1t.ronc17~ tlt, 
It', 8ud<1ll "as mlddl t -agtd Ind rath er a 
little cian , But Nr , Buddle was not ' atrald 
or Nr, Cn,Jtord, 

'BJ all •9'11 11 Nptal.ed l't-, Buddlt , 

• In f at:t , l.l'lless you alt er your entey m 
t.hl a r eport I am aotna at once t o lbe Chi ef 
io place the m.t t er ln bi t hna . l lhall 
ti ll b l.II tha t ttlrtdlih It a ~ bay at 
ll)Ol"ts and that , In ao-opinion , JOI.Ir' entry 
ta falae and Dall ctous,• 

cra,t ord · ~ 111t11te wt tb anatr now. 
•Old P lnkY "°'1ld te ll you t o atnd 

your om bus tneas ,• he !flouted, 
•Pt rhllps , but t think not. I am 

wtlllne t.o put I t to tb8 t u t , I ~ all 
alsc '8C t wi th DI Antrobua , the Htad cce, 
Prottt.t , and sc ar l t t or tht stxtb. Both 
thue seniors will speelc tn high ~nu 
ot Neredl tb • a record on tN Zl)QM,1 tteld.• 

Thtrt were at least t lt teen IIICQncb 
tr dead a ll tnee , whil e Crayf ord glftl"'IC at 
Buddle, and Buddle at&Nd back urbanelY. 

At last CrnYtol"'d sai d: • t doo•t wtmt 

to both er th e Old Nm , He wcu.ldnt t be 
pl t ued .. ao be ar t o th e end or t erm .,. 

•uaturall.1 ,• 
Cl"eYfcrd c l enched hl a flats OOtJWl ... 

IIY'tl.T, 
• I.At It go, Bu<tue. Tou•Te no brter 

tor-Nered tth. Tou loathe the littl e 
bll&hter , Parent.a t.Mt no nc'1oe or reports 
tl/'l:1W'tJY, Cl ear out , am f«a•t It.• 

111 have brought,• aald Hr. Buddle , 
•a fre!tl repo rt f ona. You will fi ll ln 
'IN' enU"y, md t will ban tbe f ora 
Cari>le t ed later . You ne¥ borTCIW r:r, 
fO\l'ltaln pen , tr you t alet Cart with th e 
nib , ' 

Q-aytord &Pt a forced l augh • 
•Han It J'OUI" .. ., , What do J OU 



want III c.o put ? ,n,, GUiii>' • littl e pet 11 

a good b01 at &IUOH' ?• 
•You wtll DIN l.J ,rlt t 1VeJ7 

Satt.t actorT ' • ,...d 1nttt al " •'said ti" • 
Buct1lt . 

Crayford t ook the pen 'Mllch ?t". 
Buddl e ti.tended , and bent over the blW 
repcrt fora on th e tab l e . Ht lfa"O~ tVtr)' 

Sa tlst act.o r,r' agaln1 t th e pri nted t .ords 
Sports Md Albl e tt ea . Re lnlUall&d the 
entr, , and. nwi.• ®'fl tbe pen. 

'Tharit 1ou, O-aytord ,' aald Nr, 
Buddle. He t ook tc, tb e pen , "1d screwed 
on Ult cap . Tben, with tbe new report 
tol"D In bl • bllld, ht tum ~ t o th e door. 

1 1 shall Nmtmber U:111, Bucklle, 1 

At th e 1pace al l ot.ttd Co Cnc.Uah 
Liter ature , hown er, ttr-. Buddle pau.sec and 

INdl t at ta. Ht 1Cn.t.ched hla bal cHn& head 
wtthlh e end or ht• pen. 

Tb.en ht • lled t OW"lJ I and Wl"Ole: 

•01v11 prorille. • Ke added his tnltt&l.s -
A.a. 

He ro11 to his ten , f8'Wltd , Md 

I addreued th t bust ot Shakesp ear , on h 11 
mnt elpt ece . 

•t hope, • he tnronied tb.11 bard , 
•tb a t. Heann will forgive me when tbe tlmt 
come, .• 

sai d Hr. CrQ f Ord Ylelouslf , It was breaking-up dtll, Slade was 

rr . Buddle l oc,ked bact. dt spersln& t or the 11.IJl:jtf' 'f3Catl on, Many-

•b • glad t.o hear lt, The memory boys had gcrie already tn privat e can 'llllltcb 

or t.b ll o:eu lon ao.r help you t o act 1111 hed coll ect td lh u , Md aeffnll mot.cr-

u,acnipUl ~ lY In the ruturt,• cotdles stood In Uw Cl on , walt tnc to I.lit e 

Crayford t oNlt d another laugh . a nl.Uler to Evar sl edt rat1wt11 s tnt ton. 

•rou 1tt4>td old dodder1r 1• be aal d Hr . Buddlt was 1trolltna tmder ihe 

sa Url cal l7 , •No 'IIOOder &ht kids In 1CNr tr eea ,hen a bo7 ran ti' c.o hlct.. Ht W3.S 

fon:t call JCll th e Guq)l • a 10Ulrul - l ookln& bo1t with gold en ha ir and 

F'JUI t he dool'WQ', 11r. Buli::lle looted bright blu e t J H . Ht IIIClrt th e Blad t blazer 

at htm. or oawe and flhlte t anCI he snnt chOd orr hta 
1Cr8)'t orc1, • he said wlt.h dlgnltJ, I aauv e trid Mit e cap o.s h t spoke to tr . 

:!m~ ~!'~;~!z!°o~~!~~ that! iJi~:n I Bmdl e:Cood-b)' t , air. l ' a goln& now air . 

School . No do \mt you art equall.y ln<lltter- I I hope you have a gr enel boll<I.V• ai r.• 
ent to th 1 re.ct tM.t. a md er ot bcya Nf er ttr . Buddle sctltd o troaty acn e, 
t o you aa th e Slug . • He held out hh hard , and th e bOJ ar tpped lt 

Pl". Buddle walked "'81, l eavi ng t.ht tor a DOMnt. 

door wide open . There '11133 a crash ,f\lch • c;ood-b71 , HeredlUl . RaTe en enJ~ 

rare dCIJln tbe corr idor as Mr. Q-a.7tol"d abU tl cie, o.rw:i <10n•t torc et all 7ou•n 

slmmed It . ltamtd , 1 

• r won•t str .• Neredlth rM hl s 
tt ncers thrO ugh bts aolden hai r . • 1•m 

, gol na abroad , r t.htnk, 11r . Colrc io 

Late that ntntng Hr , Buddle sa t I Paris • 
down In his studY t o put th e ttntshln& .. Good&• M id Hr . 8Uddle . •Tr ave l ta 

touchu t.o Heredlth •1 report . 1be other geed t or ua, It ,-111 t q>ron J OUI' mind, 

a::i .. ner, , ltl o had Ule doubt ful plta!UN TheN 1, plent7 t o t e learned In Porta . 

o r tnstn1cttng HeredtUl 1n nr t ous ~ 1 
t ou a.a, t vtat t Ule Louvre , W Arc de 

;!:~ t~ !!!!!~: ::1~or~: ~the ! IJ;!~ ii~·~rrel Tower, Ole n,lna or 

~:,; oreC:!; o~;!' !"~= n~t : t , I aatd ~1:';~:th,:'18;;.!~,:1~; ,• 
be rt-'lltltten . I pl ace , t oo, c.hat I wouldn't abs ltr Mr 

ttr-. Bu:sdlt took up his pen . In all • u,1 ng, tn Par t,.• 

but one ct th e a;>30es tor N'll ch he wa, I •Ah, ' said Hr. BUddle , • end flllt ch 

respon , tble , ttr. Buddl e till ed ln the IOD'.I pl ace Is t hat, HeNdlth 7• =~ o, he had ,rltten on th e tlrst ! tttre•l;:1~~:;:ra~ :!ii :1 ~t'• 
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.......,, lnatnaetln. Wtll, good-b)'t , ai r. 
t ai.t,ntt al11 lbe bus. • 

Nr. Buddle watched ltl t sp etdl~ 
r tgure l'UVlln& rcr Uw bu.s, oap clut ched tn 
h"1d, aid golden ha ir swept wild ln tbe 
brteze . 

Re squared bll tbouldtn. Ttr"ID waa 
onr. The hair lhl.r\ _, no lCtl&U' 
torwrtnc h11 ri.m. tt -.. &OOd co tie 
al. In , 

ttr. Bbodl t •trod e brtlkly 8"81· 

' 'nlat baY,' IID"l::alNd Hr. Buddl t , 

• 1a no tcm "*""•' 

QUl JULY OOtfCJ:ITJOO 

c... JOU rind m, ttt lea ln the rouowtnc c1ues1 

t . FotnS EO bt a Co:::111.r)lat In tht tacc«7 , (Fanoua Ge• title;) 

2, ftlt ecllbl ms . a dtn1 neck, (f'aDOua Hagnet t it l e. ) 

3, Pusq en Ult til es , (A fa lrlY recent Sutm Bl ftkt LlbrarT tltl t , ) 

lillen rcu th ink you ba're dl.::OTered the uuu , Jot 12\t• on a PoS\Ca'd or a sbeet 
ot p.c,er and pcitt t o the edU.or. ~ Book AJIIU'da t or tbt bu t two eolutlctt.1, 

RmJILt Of OU< JUIE CQl!'E!lt IOI 

our-last lt t tlt C(lnteat 11&1 tTldtnt17 bc'dr tbal It looked , c:.tl1 exit oompet ti.cr 

cam an,,iltre near tbe corn et aoluttcn, Md our Book Award U:ltNfON gou to 

R, J, C<DlAVE or Woocllou.se Rood, Leyton.ston e, 

1111\ose en.UT oontalned cn}y one error , ftlt ool'T'tet sol utta, wu as toll otl'St 

1, Rd. er 
6, Rach 

2 .. oraoe 
7, a.rct, 

J . tl!r!.ners 
8. tecipl e 

4. CUttl t 
9, Robert 

RE§IJLT Of OlR Oymsr.AS ow:> cotft'TITI Cfi 

the prtr.ewtn.it r 1n tbl a conwn Js 

awu..E8 1'M RDmf of U1t.enh3ge , South Atr tc.a , 

Jllhoae entry l'fAS a.a ronow,: 

5, Reece 
10. Cook 

en a glorious nomtna tn the 1I.IDl!r of 1924 r read~ fi rst Kacn•t , nr . •GJTI..QK 

-..it.er Beana' wa, a ge::i of a 7am. r crt.unt .ciUtd q:,on III the day she dt.a.lt m a genuine 

Hsa!lt m Dellttrptect '° win DI oftr to the good old ttasne t f or al l ilDl . 
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BL AKI ANA 

Conducted by JOSEPHINE PACK!Wi, 
27 Archdale Road, East IAuwich, London, S. E. 22 . 

"I wonder just how many pepers there are in which stories of 

Sexton Blake have appeared?" 
This thought came to me a few nights ago, when I was reading an 

S.B.L. I started to make a list .. . '~el", "Pluck", 11Ullion Jack", 

"S.B. Libre.ry11
, "Boys Friend Library", "Detective Library", 11Detective 

Weekly", "Dreadnought" , "Boys Realm", "Boys Friend" (weekly) , "Boys 

He.:-ald", Penny Popular " "Penny Pictor!al" ".Answers" (weekly) 
''Champion'', 11S .B. Annuai.11, "Knockout" tcomlc), "Jester" , 11Thriher 
Library" (modem) . 

Well, here are nineteen I know of for sure . If any of 1J1Y 

readers can add to the list (with surety) I shal l be very pleased to 

hear from them. 
JOSIE P.1.CKMAN 
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SEXTON BLAKE - ANC:rnl'I' i.ND MODE!lll 
By S, Perr;y 

Vhen I va., a lad I used to read the ONION JACK vi th great enjoy

ment; but the SEXTON Bl.AXE LI!llARY al ways se811ed to me so very dry

looking , and I think I was half afraid of it - it se811ed to be the 

"Grown Upe" book, The pictures on the covere of the U,J. seemed so 

attractive and the charactere - "llaldo" and "Zeni th" in pert icul ar -

ae'"'1ed so exciting , &t the covare of the S, B,L, did not - to me at 

laaat - seem so attnlctive. They ware mostly illustrated by Arthur 

Jones, no doubt a s plendid artist , but to me al ways so daric and f or

bidding , And hov was I to know that "A gripping detective novel" by 

the author of "The Matador ' s Fortune" , "Tho Boy Vi thout a M811ory", 

"The Stolen Partnership Papers", etc ., vas as good and as exciting as 

those in the wonderful UNION JACK? 'lhe stories , although advertised as 

"for readere of all 869S" , seemad to be lllllinly for boys , Sexton Blake 

and Tinker were in all the books 

"Boys Realm", "Boys Friend", 
"Boye Herald" , and even in the 
"ChBmpion", which were without 
a doubt boys books , and most of 
those that "Sing the Praises" of 
Sexton Blake are those who read 
of him as boys . Nov there is no 
Sexton Blake for boys ! 

Nov, the point of all 
this is that novadc.ys the S, B,L , 
is so much more attractive than 
it was in those bygone years, 
and indeed it l ooks as tholJ8h 
it could do vi th an "elder 
brother" . Ther e has been talk 
of a new format on the lines of 
"Fontana Books" and "Penguins". 
This would seem a s plendid idea . 
What' s wrong with "Blake 
Books", similar to all the 
othe r modern paper-backs? It 
would, I am sure, easily find a 
marl<:et and put him where he 
belongs - head and shouldere 



above 11Inspector West", "Inspector 'Ironsides' Craawell", "Perry Mason" 

and t he like . lie might even have those authors John Creasey and J . N, 

Chance back again - and perhape that most enjoyable , but , al as , Ill.moat 

for got t en and almost i;lnored aut hor Edwy Searles Brooks , the man vho 

helped so much to p.it Sexton Blake "'1ere he is today I ( t o say nothiDg 

of th e hundreds of St . Frank ' s sto ries he wrote fo r th o Nelson Leo 

Library) . &it we must not los e the present Sexton Blake Librs.r., . It 

i s now such a fri endly little paper , and could perhaps t ry to attra ct 

boys or teenagers and becane once again "For readers of all ages , " Aft er 

an , it is the boys of today vho will keep Sext on Blake alive f or the 

next sixty-seven years - not us ! Boys of today have almost nothiDg to 

rea d, so what a market t her e i s for "Thri ll i ng Detective Stories fu r 

Boys" . 
If a wonderful weekly like LOOK AND LEARN can be published fo r a 

shilling , surely a "Sexton Blake Library" will f ind it s way int o boys 

hands at one s hilling per copy. In fact it is far eas i er fo r th e youths 

of tod"o' to find a shilli ng than it was for most of us to find two- pence 

in th e days gene by. Wouldn' t it be wonderful to havo four copi es per 

month, or even one per week? 
Mr. Lennard, in the Apri l Digest , would l ike to !mow how maey 

characters in the Modem makes we can recall from , say , fi ve years ago , 

He al so aays we do not see the characters we saw then . lie do st ill 

see somo of them on occasions ! Dear old Inspecto r Coutts i s still with 

us ; ve have Splash Kirby ; in February 1960 ve had a smashing s t ory of 

Geor ge Marsden Plummer; in Apri l 1961 we had Huxton R;,mer, 

In new charactere , surely Mr, Lennard has r ead of aistace 

Craille? And what about Martin Thomas' Beulah De Courcy , and Jnok 

Trevor Story ' s fascinating charact ers Dorothy and Ai!oos Murdoch? Mr, 

Lennard does not like "Sexton Blake Investigati ons• , but if he roads 

the st ori es I am sure he must agree that Paula Dane, Marion Lang and 

Louise Pringle are characters that will be recalled and runemberod fo r 

the past few years , Only quite recently Louise Pringle was the STAR 

in a very gcod story ! Now it appears we are to have the re turn of 

Pedro , (Whet a shock it would be if they modernise him and be appeare 

as an AISATIAN). 
In 1959 we had Christmas s to r i es by Martin Thomas and Rex 

Dolphin, which I am sure pleased readers of th e Old Order, What old 

reader could fail to enjoy "Dead Man' s Des tiey" (Dec , 1960) , telling 

the story of Tinker? This is a "Must• , Mr, Lennard, if you haven I t 

read it ? You say that Sexton Blake could nover be old - fashioned , Hov 

would he look t hese days - s till w1 th a consul ting room at Baker Atree t, 
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and wi th no receptionist but only lira, Bardell to answer the door'? 

(She also is still with us , by the ·va_y). No beautiful secretary or 

typist, but o~ a young boy assistant struggling throueh the cele

brated Index ! Not very encouraging fo r a modem desperate client who 

vants the best for his money, · 

Please do not think I am sneering at the old sto ri es , I am not . 

I lo ved them all, and still do; but nev readers won't ! 

These deys , to keep in busines s one must have off ices and 

secretaries - Perry Mason has Della Street , Sexton Bl.Bice has Paula 

Dane; and even a modem dentist has a receptioni s t! Most modem 

detectives are from Scotland Yard , and have very large staffs to assist 

them, · 
No, Mr. Lemiard, You belong to the Ancient House, and I belong 

to tbs Modem. Up the Mods! 

* * * * * 
AN ANALYSIS 

By Christopher Lowder 

Recently ve road the descri ptio n of a barber from a Cll)'ll Evans 

novel, This vas from Victor Colby , Nov l et mo give you Walter Tyrer 

analysing th e fisherman (fro m S,B,L. Jrd series. "The Mystery of tho 

Kissing Angler . • (N0 , 197)) 

Blake smiled , 
"They are not men of vor, Tinker" ho said , "Far from it. They 

bel ong to the most peaceful specimens of tho hunan race . They are 

fishennen, content to s it for hours by saoo placid stn,t ch of water 

and vatch a little wooden fl oat bob gently up and down, Their wonts 

are fov , A can of bait , perhaps, a few SJlllrO hooks , and a net or 

basket for the specimens they secure , if thoy aro lucky enough. .lnd, 

of course, sandvich os and perhaps a bottle of beer kopt cool by submerging 

it in the watery element . Thoy don't even vant companionship, apart 

from their own s l ow, contented thCJU8hts. Admirable men, anglers , of 

infinite patience , and wit h no moro gui l e than is necess ary to deceive 

the unsuspecting fish , Fev of t he criminal profession Jm'SUO angling 

as a hobby, but then oriminale are usually restl ess and pess ionat e men." 

A more di scerning analysis I have se l dom road! 
.lnd, incide ntally, I think it vould pay anyone, vho has not read 

this particular book, to sook it out . For , apart from its ingenious 

and cle ver plot, Val tar Tyrer has mon.,god to instil into po.rte of it 

a certain peaceful chonn that is rarely seen in th o majority of Blake 
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novels; al so a humour that is complet ely 'Iyrer ' s own. In fact , alto 
gether , a very entertainiDg and enjoyabl e novel, 

No. 281 
No. 332 
No. 283 
No. 26l, 
No. ~5 
No, :!116 
Ho, :!117 
Ko. 268 
Ho, :!119 
No. 290 
No. 291 
No• 292 
Ho. 293 
Ho, 294 

"" · 295 No, 296 
No, 2<fl 
No, 298 
No, 299 
No, JOO 
No, }01 
No, }02 
Ho, 30} 
Ho. 304 
Ho, 305 
No, 3(6 
No, 307 
Ho. :,00 
No, 309 
No , 3 10 
No, 311 
Ho. 312 
No. 313 
No, 314 
"" · 315 
No. 316 
No. 317 
No, }18 
No, 319 
No, 320 
No, .}21 
Ho, 322 
No, 32) 
No, J2li 

* * * * * 

croclic.•s Deputy ........ . . 
The Secre t 6t the Snows 
'll\e Mrtoan Hoodoo ... ......... . 
nw Ntght Club tvsterr __ .............................. . 
The Case or the Prtnce • s Dlarr. .. . 
The Secret of th e Fated FamllY ..... . 
The Case or th e Naval StoN s Rade.et .. . 
'n'le World ~tOllshJp tvsteri ... ....... ..... . 
The Case or th e Smuggled CutTenQ' ........ . 
'ltle Secre t or tb e Ind i an LaJo'er .... . 
The t1,ate.l')' or the Body' oo the Cll rr 
11'HI Crime at the F'a1r 
The Case ot the Nl satns Na.z.l.... 
Oilst tnat ton Unkn°"" ......... . ............ . 
The Case or Ul e Unkno1111 He tr .. 
'lbe Ctrl fr'otll Toront o .. . 
The Nystery or the Arab Agent ...... .. 
1be Ca.se ot the Ace AccODl>llCe .. ... ...... . 
The !1ysterJ or Ule Swtndler •s Stooge .. . 
'lbe Case o r th e Namel ess Nlllt ona tre ..... ... 
'ffl.e 'Ibt eves or .llexandrla (Capt . Dack) ... , .. 
ni.e Secret or t he Jmale . ....... . 
The Ri ddle or the French Alibi .. 
The Case or the 'lbree survivors .. 
'lbe sec re t ot s In ts t er Parm 
The Lodg ing- House ?1)'s tery . .. 
The Secre t ot th e Castl e Ruins ... .. 
The Voyage o r f'ear ..... . ..... ..... ....... . 
The case or the Swindled Guarant or 
The ttYst ery or the F.ngraved Skull 
nie Car Park t1ystery 
The Crlt,:! on the rrench Frcntte r . .. 
The Hei r or Tower House ... 
The Case or the Second Crime . . ... . 
The Riddl e or th e Inv i s ibl e Nenace .. . 
The N)'atery •t th e Five Guilt)' Hen .. 
fl'li Cri me at .} a.m. ........... . ............. . 
The Case ot th e CoWlctl Swindle .. . .. 
Tbe Secrtt or tbe t10roecan Bazaar ... . 
'!be Case of th e St olen Ranso111 
The Crtce tn Rooc 37 ....... ..... . . 
The cas e of the Wlek ed Three . . ... 
The Case of the Crtmtnal'S Daughte r .. 
The Secret ct the Sues Canal 

.. ................. A. Parsons 
. . . w. Tyrer 
... R, Hardt nae 

. ....... e. c1en1Y 
........ A. Parson s 

. ... A. Hardtnge 
. .. w. TYr<r 

...... w.J. Pass ingham 
. .... H. Cl nely 
.. A. Parsons 

..,_ .. R, RarcUnge 
. .. J, o. Otrokson 
_ w. Tyr er 

A, J , Hunter 
....... A, Par sens 

..... H, Cl eve l.Y 
f' • Warwick 

... W,J. PassJnghaa 
w. Tyrer 

. A. Persons 
A. J . Hunt.er 
c . Rees 

. ... w. T)Ter 
. .... s. Cl eveJy 

A, Parscn.s 
..... R. Hard lnge 

.. ...... A. Parstin s 
R. Hard i ng& 

.... w, TYr<r 
M. E. S t an ton--4fope 
" • Parsons 

.. A. J . Hunter 
H, Cl eve ].y 

... .. i, Parsons 
R. Hard l nge 

. ....... J . N, Chance 
... H, Clevel.y 
. ... w. nrer 

. ....... ........ .... .. A. Parsons 
................ A . J . Hunter 

..... w. Tyrer 
...... A. Parsons 

H. Cl eve ly 
... - .. o. Rees 

•o<"•N'" ''"'"'"'""""'"' '"' "'" .......... ,,.,,., ... , ...... ,,,,,., ...... , ...... .,.,,..,..,,.,,.,.l """"'' '""-"'""""' ... "'"'"' " "'" ''"" '" '""'" "'""'N''' ""''"" ""' " """""'"'" "' '"'~ 



~ 16 ----·-·----··-·---·"""···-- ·-·-----·-·······- ···-······· .. ···· ····- -· 
T!lE "FLAN O'BRIEN" MYSTERY 

By Det ect ive-Inspector Lofts 

f elt r athe r flatte r ed at being asked to solve t he "Flan 
O'Bri en" M;ystery in l ast month' s Blaldana , th ough lo ng before reading 
t he account of the i nterview given on the T.V. I had already heard 
from Mr. O' Bri en i n person . Actually this interview was well known to 
me, and many people have writte n to me asking if I know the autho r and 
what st ori es he wrote. 

I must confess that t he myst ery seems as big as ever, for in 
a le t ter to me Mr. 0 'Brien seys the foll owing: 

"lli th r egard t o t he T. V. inteiview , I did not see 
it either , as it was recorded. Living in Ireland , the 
programe cannot be rec ei ved here . I do know that 
t he B.1!.C. t ook a ll day here , just for a few minutes 
in tervie1t ! God knows what horror was eventually trans 
mitted , but i t must havo beon a jigsaw of unrelated 
ahots and remcrks . 

So far as Sexton Blake is concerned, I cannot 
help you very much, as it is such a l ong time ago . I 
should point out tha t in innumerable writings on a 
great diversity of pl anes - and subjects, I have never 
once used my own DOOle. I have had countless pseudonyms, 
and for re asons of my own it i s sometimes necess ary 
for me to mislead !'lblishers . " 

So the rea der can see, i t i s quite hopel ess for one to try and 
gl ean the actual sto r ies he wrote . I can only of fer t he following 
suggestions: 

1 • He did write Blake sto ri es - but they were all rewritt en 
by a regula r writer. 

2. He was the man who wrote sto ri es by "St ephen Bl akesly" -
in the current series , the name of the author being given as F. Bond ·
but of whom no details are know. 

3 . He certainly has never written any Blake stories under 
th e editorship of W. Howard Baker, for Mr. Baker knows all his authors 
persona ll y . 

4. Being a tru e Irishman i t i s poss i ble that the menti on of 
writing Blokes is real Bl arney ! 

* * * * * 
......... -, ..... - .............................. _, ... ___ , .............. ,....,...,._ ... _. __ ,_ .................... _ ... _ .......................... , .......................... ~ 
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FORTHCOMIIIC FEA'ruRES 

Battles Royal_. . .. 
''Warwick Jardine" ...........•..... 
Rambli ngs on Past and Prese nt 
Sexton Blake in Manchester 

. •.. by Victor Colby 
.. . ....... by W,O,C. Lof ts 

by C. Lowder 

* ****f**** 

. by J . Lenna.xd 

~ Volumes contatntnc Che t ollcwln & s .o .L•a bound witho ut. COTers: • cap t.a.In Md 

~ •worn Porm at Gre,t rt ara• (th e Loder- • aptaln seri es) ; •st . J tm•s ln Revous• 

118111¥ Btl"lter Gets tb t Boot: • • rm Hen")' & Co Dt clart Warr J •The f'CUl"tll f'onD at 

Ro<*lllood• : •eunter or Rwli.tr Coe.rt•; 1 Good-b 79 '° Bunt er Couri." ; ( th e Bm t er Court 

aer t u); ' Coker, th t Cb,q>tCln ~. (Aleo cont.aln1 •Ra.l stng tb • Wind' fl"CII tClleti 

10mt vandal cut out aome pQ&es. } C%Ull ent Tolum, apart trom TMdaltam, cmtatntna 

aoat or Cbar lts HenUt m •a creitta t ser tu tn ttn t condit ion. ~ - plua pcataa:•, 

~~t;r -#}MEX~~~ =&~~VE .ROAD, .SWI~ , PR.ff , ·---------· 

~ ccam , o.s. Ntlson Le~!J Ttllc:tr or Selmon Kagneta) 1nv1·tec1 tor th t ronowtna 
filiii",iid .., .. ......... , ~ ,.,., , 519, 620~ , 521., 5216-5211, ~ . 554, 557-559, 

~~: m-.lr~: 644, ~~.
5
669, 671 ~~79 ~681~~1~~ 61

~· 
7Cli, 714-717, 719-721, 7'1S-7'rl , 729, 730, 732, 734, 7Y,, 7(J,, 754, 755, 757 , its, 
(117 tn all , tlr n rate cond it ion . ) 
HA.THD6,. S a..&C<i

0

AVDM:, CROTtOf, VICTC:fitA, Alf3TRALIA. ___ , _ _ 

6',fl°';,J~o~ t~,:~~ a'Yf. ~~~:, ln~~.":;.i!u~;,e:,. ~*1~::: H!~da, 
Annuals tor 1920, 1921, 1922, 1924, 1925, 1926, 1927, t~ ; ~ Ion AMU&11 ff#' 1925, 

1929, 1931: Captaln Vola . 1, 5, 7s 200c . 01s J :,os.P.c1 , . AleoT.B 1 s; s.B.L' •I 
Rocteu; and mr'l1' otber It.em. Satis fact ion cuarantetd. a. a. a . please. AlBO: 

lrroomed , br ick and til e, tNtbold cott ac.e, l orw lll"dtn tenatn att na: at trout 1\Nm 

( tenant paying 8/4 weeklY} at R0111Sey, Raci,-.1re • tor tJ111 SCO Hagnet1, Oenulne otter , 

~NCSLEY, •Afl.Alff'IS•, 1'HE LltllCtt.HS, Ltt8ROOK, G~ . M• .. - · ------ - ·-·---~ .. 

~~/ .G~rr!fr!r!:~: :;-o~ ~~: :~';;.3:~ ~ ~ii~: }2 , -'>, :fl, JB. 44 ~ 
L. PACXJ?.N, 21 ARCHDAlE ROAD, EAST 001.JII~ . LONOOH, s.E.22. H-----·-----
1:'.:aw«i:E CCl:l)l ett Btsit er Cot.rt aerl ea (2 s .O.L's ) t or 'Talbot •• au-1sc.m.s- or lb• 011,er 

t¥nn aeries (19'23) • 
O. SEWRS , 1 HF.Su:J ROAD, SHlRroRIJli', atEF'F'IElJ>, 5. 

~ er:i~~, :a~:O:SS.o~~:;" N~:le!;': ~= :;1~ et!°'ro np~=d O:~U: poatage 

BRIAN HOLT, BRITISH ll'1BASSY, REYKJAVIK, ICCLAN= D.:.· ---------- - -

WAHn:D: s .O.L1s Nos. 6o and 68. N&gnets Noa. 829, 862-865, Blil, 8681 874, 869, 879, 884, 

886a .. 8'f11 ,,~ , M.-... R~_Wl,lSON.a,JOO BRoott'IQ..Q Jl()LQ,_~ ... J ... t .... ______ _ 

~,:~·~· cJ-:iJ~"~) 762, 764. 780, 10ia, 1257, 1264 io 1298 • 

..... _._._,.,,.,_,.. _____________ , ____ _ 
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HAMILTONIANA 

GOtNG -- GOING - - GONE I 

PA!U§ §PI.UJ NO, 21 

fll t s picture comes 
from ' Bll lf Bmt er •s 
Caq)atgn• , a atory ln 
th e &.mklng or Blll.Y 
Bwl~r serles 1n 
1921,. 

&.ricer has been 
expell ed, but refuse s 
to go. In frl et rort 
to ·~:a:pe1 1 h imself 
be takes re fuge In a 
carann at the "tef'1 
gates or Creytr tars . 
But Coker takes a 
hand, 8ll(I tbe canLTirl 
l iind.s, 81.rlter and all . 
in the pood at F'rt ardal•. 
An ant ert alnlng 
seri es or the light.er 
type. 

Artist: 

., 
·, 

C. B. Olapman " 

• ... • 
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'IEE AUTOBIOORAPl!Y OF FRANK RIC!!AR!B 

We learn with regret that the sales of the new edition of the 
Autobiography I-Jive been a trifl e di sappointing , We believe that 
readers of Collec tors• Digest have giv en the work every support , am 
we know of large numbers vho have j oi ned our clan since the original 
edition was J>lblished who have JW'Chased the Autobiograpey joyf'ully , 
In case an,y of our read ers have not yet secured their copies, we would 
mention once again that it is a real "must" for the genuine enthusiast , 
It is a far superi 'or book t o the edition of t en years ago, In additi on 
to all the former reading matter from the l:ncomfBrable pen of Frank 
Richards, there are large numbers of extras picture s . The book also 
contains a lengthy supplement by Eric Fayne, gi ving a history of Frank 
Richards I pre -war and post - war writing, and ther e is a fascinating pre
face by the p.,blisher , Charl es Ski l ton . Should any reader find 
difficulty in obtaining the book from hi s l ocal bookseller, the Auto
biograµ,y rill , on request to Coll ectors I lll,!est , be mailed to any 
part of th e worl d, 

We appeal to our read ers to do anything in their power to help 
t o swell th e sales figur es, There i s one vay in which a large number 
can help , Publi c Libraries do hot normally stock a reprint of 81J/f 
work, but any librarian will obtain a copy on request , If you will 
ask ylJlr local li brary to get the book for you, even th ough you have 
your own copy at home, you will help the sales , and at the same time 
make sure that it is available at the library for :future borrowers, 
Not only will thi s help th e sal es of t he Autobiography , it will bring 
Coll ecto r s ' Digest to th e notice of any future borrowers who may not, 
so far , have heard of our magazine , And new read ers are always 
welcome. 

* * * * * 

No, 57, TR§ KAN .00 'fflE tOOll' 

~: Apropos your re:marka on reprtntlng the Mll-knc,n Bamllcon stor i es I t ee l Ill.a& 
a reasonabl e re-hash ~d be pNCerable to new subn U,ute writ er s . so 111.1eb depend, en 
Che qual It>' or 1.he IIUb-edltlf'II. In most ot the long siertes ( dlt Staeey .art ea . tor 
eXUl)lt ) there ls DJCb paddln& that could be di spensed • Ith wit.bout. inter f er ing wltb tbe 
baste pl ot. I thi nk an int elligent N ... ba&b JrOUld OCllDffld Itself io IMll1" 1llbo do not rancy 
the _presm t Bmter boob . 

: :tw~ I ~~~~ p~r:~~ ~t ~~l ~C:!~ ·~~·:.=:::. b:o::~u::~:::;u!. 
• hUe nan 1n ,om ot th e later IWlderlnp of the old atcrtes, jar wttb me. ------------------ ---- --·----· 
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Tod.a)', publle-at l ona tor c:blldren an al.oa t devoid or Nading matur . E'rln paper, 

11.u Rotapur btlrc ch~gtd '° pl ctlrt-ttrlp sttl• aipporta u-., U'leory tbe.t frank wu the 

rt&h-t mn at u. rt&ht D:;1nnt. Sttll , we C11St11' t torsu \hat t.ht old 111.ner wu qui te an 

art l at ln his 1omeer· daY•· Ptrhaps, had he bten born llJ 1ear1 1ue r , he might have to l d 

b i s ator l u ln picture fol"l2. I ean•t rullY TIIUalt .. It, but It t a a th ought . 

'1!rMOPm1r1,~Z-:i!°'r:.:~~=.:n: ~= :O.':~ :~te ~~~~~,~~~dt==~::: 
llllen the ,tM(W'd ot edUoatlon had not attained tbe hlt&hts to 'lf\tch tt ha.a lf'O'M'I t oc1ay, 

100'1& people RtAD (pan c.ense). In these day, thQ' artlY LOOI( - at aU"lp sc.crt11. 1'111-

be tbt,e )'OW'II people, ~ aN mott hlahlY edUcatec:1, do not c.eke tbe nrtp aac• at all . 

1ben '111\at do they road? •The l1an and the t1c,nn1,.1 doe, not glvt ar'(Y or u.s ad\ hope tcr 

a wholeaalt Nprooductl on ot F'rank Rl ct\.ard.a' ire,,-Wocld War b o work, but the reuons )'OU 

gtve are entlrtlf lollcal. 1bt cnlY 1111' Ulal. thl wondertul old 1tortea could bt presented 

tn thttr crt1 lnal t ora wit hout N41"1t ln.g d'ld nnhless c:utttnc (ftllcb Rt8'ftn rort>td) would 

be a reprinting or thil stor l ea en masses 1n a N?lnd ttegnet. ~Is~ t>e dent , but. 

will not, t tear, beo.ause the ol d A.P. 1, with u, no longer, .-.d tbt new o,ners or tbe 

oop,r l&bt or all WSI wonderful s'4r'lts would not omatdu- putting •ui • -c: :,.stnt ror

boY• to read. 

* * * * * 
WHAT DID BO!ITra SAY? 

B;y L, Todd 

Scxoe time ago, Derek Hart of the "To-Night " team, referred to 

Bunter as "the fat bo)' of Grey'f'riars, who said, "Yarooh(" a.nd other 

extraordinar,y exclamati ons , Ho pronounced it with a short "a" so that 

is aJJnost came out ";yer--rooh". ·!his SO<IIIS to be the c:omonly accepted 

pronunciation, on the B,B,C. at least, because Gerald Campion also 

makes "rer-rooh" the sound br which the suffering Bunter expresses his 

an&Uish. 
l!r . Quelch often told hie erring scholars when ther misconstrued 

tbat a great man like Virgil never wrote nonsense, and I feel it is 

safe t o say that Frank Richards himself wSB equally incapable of vri ting 

absurdi tr . Nobody, not oven the fatuous Bunter , would say "rer--rooh" . 

Indeed , this cr,y of an&Uish wo.s made, not only by ridiculou:, characters 

like Bunter , but also form heroes like Bob Cherry and Harry Wharton, 

Even the dignified Mr. Quelch himself was not excepted , 

Vhat, then, did they all say , as the bl ow f ell a.nd the boot <II 

tll.ldded, and the muddy football made its impact. Ven , in fact , 

emctl,Y what you and I would say wider similar suffering circumstances . 

They said, 11Yar~h!" Tho 11r11 belonged over to the 11ooh". It vas 

needed, becau:,o suffering is erpressod a little more b)' "yar" than 

"yah", but the "R" stays put . 
I can prove this b)' ref erence t o ·an early "Magnet" No. 290. Tho 

unfortunat e Fisher T. Fish bas ju:,t received a cricket -ball in his 

l eft ear, &nd he expresses his feelings in the following var: - ----- - -·-·--.. -·--... -..... - ........ _._ ...... - .................................... .. 



~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~-~~~~~·-~, 
"oh, oh, oh! Great Scott ! J111pin' Jehosopllatl Oh, crumbs ! 

Yar-<H)~h! 
I'll f orgi ve Derolc Bart and everybody else, so long as they don' t 

98// "ye~h" "68in. After all , I vent from six to eleven believing 

that tho lovable Gussy said "Yarss vothar" and loved him jus t as mullh. 

* * * * * 
TllE CREEi! EYE 
By JOHN UI'roN 

CONcmNIIC A RE\IIEV. Vi th reference to this it<m in the May issue cf 

"Collectors ' DJ.goat", I sec you do not mentio n in your COIIIDents on that 

spitef\11 piece of writing t he facto r of Jealousy ! From his writillglj 1 

we knov that Frank: Richards himself knew the effects of jealousy and 

bitterness on tho human character , as vell as their causes (e . g. Horbert 

Vernon-Smith , Hazeldene) . And vhat an ideal figure the author himself 

was for malicious and jealous remarks l A man who could and did cam up 

to £3000 a year through writing millions of words of juvenile fiction 

of a unifomly hi8h standard , which entertained , under his various peo

nsmes, three entire generations of school children , both girls and boys , 

Yes - plenty of scope f or the jealous y of those mediocre beings of the 

"would have if they oould have" variety ! And being jealous , what are 

they to fall back on? 'Lack of invention in the story - line ' the 

sugges ti on that the stories were enti rely padded out with Bil ly Bunter ' s 

cries and exclamations; the inference that the writing was poor , And 

when the sneers have been tbrovn , and the critics have doubtless sat 

back, smugly satisfied and amused vith their ' facetious ' little bit of 

writing •• • what remains, and cannot be denied? The hwrlreds of lively 

good humoured , skilfully plotted yarns of a man vho could and did 

entertain l!li.llions vith the aid of a typewriter - and an understanding 

of the human heart wich his critics oould not learn in half the span 

of his career , Hov easy to cr iticise - hov impossib l e t o emulate ! The 

critics, perhaps , lilOre than &rJ¥ of· us , know the truth of that , 

* * * • * 
"THE SJ!AlXlV OF A LOST MAS'l'ERPIECE" 

By Christopher Lowder 

ft t le.at Ha.gnct has alwa,1 bee n a thing ot ll)'stery to •· And I tipeo t eTtr')'ont 

knows ~l lt Is Uk• Dte 1ten•1 1:1&.St erpl ect • lbe t171t.ef'J' or F.dwln Drood"J we are le ft 

O<ml>l8ttlJ 1n t.he dart. In 1 Edw1n Drood' we are lett t.rJln& to puul• oui . 1t i ndeed 

Drood t• dtad or, It not , tflat has happened c.o hi.? Bui. Olc:t.en1 dt ed b9tore be OCUld 
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ftnllh bh Ur11t Nal att•t at \h e det 1ct1w nOYtl - aro th e t ollo,i,,en o r tb t det.acU n 

tal e han t10umtd greatl1 tnr alnct l TN • , th ert have been solutions devtstd b7 n r t ot.11 

aut.hars, but, le tt a taoe It, these can nenr be the aome. 
J1r Ofl'I oopy ot •The ShGdQllll or t.ht Seck1' r pW"Ohliled troe Alex Parson, or Tramer,. 

But ,tur1 J r tet l't'td It, I lmt<llatelY ,rote t o hl 11 end 13ld t.hat there muat be aoD& 

chiake - t11t1 coulcri•t bt Ott last oopy. WhY, Ulere •ea no a'lnOWlC.eft t or 'th e end or 
t.be U'atl' and, t\.rtb er, on tM l as t Pt&• or the paptr I baa, ttt n the •bl url)II •tor nen 
"' ek•a story - • Ooa•t f Of'l t t to order )'our coP7, •• • et.cu 

Jou 11,ould have su n Ill)' race .ticn ( received his ri!PlY 9'ld tomd. out tha t It WAS 

t.hel as t ts,u e or tbe paper& To rtnt3h, men a aerial had seen UMI li ght or on).y one 

tn,tal.ent l lnd y et - h(lllf lnt.rlgulnd 
hhat Mot tor .. u et llent se:rl u t SOl.l"'l)USI Hac.ker (Ylho, tncldental17 , la npre

aen'-Eld tn th e ~ tlluatratton ot tht 1~ ffollda, J.Mual , u qu1"8 a t ll'ldlY ol d 

aentlemanl) rtall1 eeems t o have a dOMl <l'1 poor old Harry Wharton, Acblt t e<Jly, U'lert 11 

no one tn Hacker' • rona trflo la 8111'1htrt near wtw-ton•s standard, and probabl.1 Hacker waa 
l t &lwa or Ulla 1IT1tatlna feet. Oreytrlars maatera, on the surfac e at leut , never 
11MDed to gi t on well wtUt each other , and 1 can re~r un, dell&httu.l duels between 

PrcUt , lba.t wonderful littl e aanl Md dear old Hl'f'lr1 8&1111el, wl tb hi s bony nogntrtc enee, 

But thta story was a ctuel between ~kb and Hacker, aid t t was eerulnlY !!2! ao 
dUllltitfuU or oolD"Se , Hacker seem to have th e upper band, at nce be ha1 take n a cer

ta in note fro m 8\llter , and the note la , xireme1,y coaprombtng . t t •s one or t hoae •no

nue.....entloeed' notes - and tt•s f Z"Oll m e or t he •1a11s- at tho cro s.s Keya. 
Nffdl 1u to •81', Bwlter blabs& And, qut t.t lmknowlngley , tells bc1JI' he , .,. It tall 

out of \itlarton•• pock.et <U'l rc a acne, wteb cne or Hacter •s •e,ret111. ObYIOUll.J WhaN.ffl 

woul<rl•t dNaa or assoc iatin g "Ith anyone at Ult cr•o.u ltq s , and th e a lll:l)lt explanati on 

ta thDt th e not e "°" t or Pric e or th e Fifth , and h e gave tt to Wharton t o u capa 
dlaoovery from Prout. Nattrally, llflen uked M o the not e wa., f or, Harr)' won•t atJ.Y. 1' 11 
a 03tter of prlnolpl e, and Nbarton at.ands ttra even though th e Sbodow or the Sack l oa:i.a 

nr, neor. 
lnd ~·loh, tbat ' dcJtilrlT bird' .. Bob Qlen,- TUT on.en ara•, bellH H 1n hlm 

l.cl>ltoltl.Y and It.did.I t,1 hlllll In splt, t or Hade.er' 1 rldlculo us su,p lclcns. 
It•s a wry entert ntn lna tal e by wer-ttc e ata.nda.rds, and, perh~ s, becc.us e of 

,mr,,,,tltl8 atandarda gOOd trtUlll)hs. Arey or light Md hope In th o Clark days or 19li0, 
nEn the Editor tells us that In tneH herd d311 we will get onlY tbe t tnen rt ctton 

pou lble , to dl,pel thoae •Blocir.out Blue, .• 
What a blew tt mu.n han bem to thouaands , lltl tn tbe ttttgntt d id not MTI T& t he nu t 

Wffk. To "° Collectora oncl, tr I "'1 use th e word, connotaseur, or Remllt.ontnna, Jt 

ta CIICl'l ClOrO or a blow. 1'hl1 coold h:ive turn ed out to be miother reol cia.at erpl eee troa 
th t Hecitlt.on typewriter. Not Just en ordinary aert es , butt perhaps , Cl.!Ch., DIICh bett er 

Um tbe onttnar)' , Even tbt titl e or th e next story ts tnt.rl &ut ne - • flle Battl e or th e 

Beotr:ai• .t wondertul Md -.,tertous titl e inaeecs, Md cad • nen DON to Nl:en wt dm•t 
know how It 11 &olng t o t1rn out . P1rhap1 a BarTinc-(llt serl u , or uen i,. D&Jor Nbelll m 
at.rif t a t Ciroytr lars l ~ o knows? 

Couldn't the needs or ~ have 'ft'a lted Just a littl e longt r'? But no, ~ noU 
But U cnl)' tht A;i.oJgamttd Presa had " altOO tor o rew more weeks. 

l.nd OCllt' al l J.s 10,t 1tnce the KaatC!r haa r ln tshed with t.hll lif e and l<l'li to thnt 

p~tlcular Paradl a:t set u ldt t or onl,1 the reall.1 gre at Auth or, . Perhaps ht will meet 

Olrl es Dtct en, , am 'they will discus.a ttwtr °"' partlcule:r •unrtnlshed ms t.erpt ec es .• 

J dontt knOJt' NaJbe, they ml&ht nm haTt a ltttle chuckle at the er rort a or tb etr 
N!Spec ttTt tn thls io,ts to pi ece togeth er th e rt"stertea they ha'rt l eft t o u1. 

The Australian ne"9P3Ptf' •THE WH1' ,.i..,.. a rtTe--colu:ne dll plo:, t o tlf'I tn thustastlo 

""'"' ot 'The Autobi ography of Frank Rldlal'ds9 . Ht tldlld in tars• t.1J)e • nrAT QWCROLTT.·81.E 

FAT FEI..UJt', tbl articl e "3a lllustrotld wtth reproduction s of no lus Chm •Tffl 
picture, rrm the Autobl~. ----- ... -, .... -- .. - ... , .............. - ............. _ ,_ ....... ..,. ... ,_. ........... , 



AH01'lf!! ARTICL£ (! 11\AIIK RICffAR[§ 

Detuw: ln& tbl raaoua bu lon1 bean a ravOJrl te llt er&r7 pastl m .. Frc:a tbe gl.vt or 

~ tol ea and ~lc lea , 1n rec ent 1ur1, on Prft RlcbardJI ..xi bt a wort. Iba D:>t.to of ASl7 

j cxrnall s ta 1:1.18' be II\IMn ln dovbt, ban a di.a: a t Bwiter .• 

"nle l a t.H t t o enter tb e ftl"cna ts ttr . Fr.Ilk Sho, Jlbo contrlbvt ea an article •1'ht 

Nen Who ttad e Bwite,. tn Che Jun e HDI STUND. It ta tn t ereattng enOU£h Nadln& , thou.ah 

aom or the erlttc t im ae11:11 ratber carp lna. 
!be roUOII~ art a few u.t.racta tnm til e t.Ht or Ute art icl e: 

•tt.Jcj\ t, ll8dt bJ bi s d l .clp l ts or Richards ' cnxH t ton , but Wt L8tln ot bl a: I 

ban seen laoka dlstlnctlcm. ~ he -,uld oner t.ell an,m e mere ht went. t.o school . 

•Rts stories an surprt sln&-11 acatt.ered •Ith quo'3 tlon1 fdtd tht ttni N6Ck!l"I 

under stand tb er:QJ but prove nothing but wtele rend ln& 8fld a &ood 'Bart l tt t. R.al)J" fat" IOO 

oft en said •Trut, o !.~'• Bob awn,•1 oap far t.oo frequentl.J Wal llk e \be tpl ume of 

HaYerre .. • 

•Hamtlton WM a "etter writer than hi• te ll owa: t n t be Cbeap wetk.U ea• but Ulare 

hlJVt been rrueh be~ter ac:hool 1to17 ,.., ter a. No-one will ne.r -.,.ggeai that \be 1tcrtea 

W8r'9 ru.111 111rtt.ten b1 Lord Pullleld or &trtrand Russell . 

'ltr!tt en b7 R lc.ho.rds f er 11CJn11 aM publtahed tor ih t coppers of Iba boY 1n Cb• 

It.Nit b7 H41'11.,worth th ey somehow •• a fa ll')' world In Ylhldl IIIIIJY st Ul WMt t.o U n . 

ttr. ll\llf ,rt t ea: 1 .1.n Anrl.lal ar11tou &bow and the s . a. c. MYed Bulter ••• • Aa 

Che tJrst po1t.1ar Bunter book wu se1 11,. ln Its tens of t hou.PlnCa 1n 19k7. llllU.e 

Bmte r d id not eppear en T,v . ts1tll 1952 and on the London .c age t ill 1958, tt ·11 dlftJ- ... 

eult to mderatand "'4t Nr. Shaw means. Booe of tht crlt lc l e l!El)ll td tn the at-ttoll 

olght be fa ir for nry ear ty daJa . For lnltance: •Yet ht ot t.en plqed truent. f.d tiara 

"'" watt trw tor copy.• Thia la CU'\a ln.ly not t rue of the years f olla.tna: 1ibt t lrst 

'Mlf'ld war. 
Tbe two final pars or th e lll"tl ol e tend to l ean th e reader with a fallt l«l'Nsalon: 

•e e ., mcb t.ru ell td but he Ntfull.7 declared •non to C&rl o was rz, sp lric.ua.l hocll t, 

tt, ha t, rtt &idct7 aa.lnt ed am tl 
•Don• t y~ enr WMt to do bett.1"1 1 ht wa.a once as ked. Q:IIC.. a lq, 11 tat rep li ed• 

' Th.ert lan 1 t Sl)'th lng better ." 
In octual t ac t, fT . Rlcllarda "8S asked 11\eth er be nn ar wantoes to do ~ thi n& 

bet t er t.han wrttl,- tor )'Otl\&au r , .. It wa.t to thla ques ti on W. t ht replied •ftleN t, 

nctl'i Ing better .• 
ttr. Shaw &lYes t ht o.B.B.c. en tndUlgent. pat on t.he head. Rt oocmentl • •The Bater 

Street ln"eguls-1 of the Bunt.tr CUlt are In a nation al body' cauec:1 U.. Old B<>T• Book 

ClUb, llbleb a cl• tl .. nnn t -.arc.ed ju st at e.er t.he war , ha'f l nc been Insp ired when be f OWld 

M old Nagnei CW! Bil It ali an battl t tt eldu u 
'ffleY 1nJ 01 ihema:11l n11 , but they are DOst. In tornea t t oo. EYen Uw ' "~ aproeaa 1 

cuat bl AUthentl o t o tbt l aat ja:rt.art . ( lil\at do th t l r wtna t.hlr*? •) 
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Sexton Blake Today 

KWWlEf COCIC£ re'YleflStb t l ate.st nO'te b ln the 
t a:iou., 6Erntl B!M& LIIIW<T. 

CAAISBF,blf ~J§I§ {Np1 50t) by DE;stmp REID 

A.notl!.er excellent non l tro e Ult •Reid' pen. 
Se t tn t.he heat , squalor and pollUoal 1.nNlt or 
a Car lbb em 111.o.nd:, U'lls 11 a story or t:I.Zr"der, 
l'\YSterr M\d. col"f\lpt ten; or Bl.ak.e*, lone rt &ht 
acatn, t the hidden rcro u or e~ ta:i; am or en 
ti:i>o11l bl e •0 101td-doar' mrder . 

Its pollalMd s tyl e , &OOd dial ogue , l!JY'tUl'f, 
pooe and lntrlaue IC6ke thl a a C)(om()rable book Md 

~ old th e trad ition or gOOCI literature oomecttd 
wlU:i T.be na.cit or Oes::iond Reid . Stxton Bl S. t , 
wcrtlng to dtaconr Ult ..,,ereeboUta or hts acn tcr 
B Ir Gordon SllUnghm and a list or co1:1:1mts t 
agents tor ero 1111, Is ahOYl'l at hla ~st. - da.rln g, 
N1ourcetu1 , lntelilgent , &lwaya one lUlil> ahead 

or the eneiv , ~ U H'tlna notbt rc h• hears w onl.7 
halt or 'llilat ht Ni!s 1n true BrU .tlh lbt elltgmc e 
fuhlon . 

;. book t o pl eas e ft.1.1 Bleke lovtrs . 

I!!t WEAK JJm f>E s:r,ooc (No, '92) t,y ARfflJ! l(Dff 

Ii. tough tbrlll er or the earl y new-loot s . a. t.. 

type . A.rUlur !tent Is a Cl10h lqlrove d 'l'll"lter and htlf'+dlea hll cr h:ilnal cht\ract.era with 

i*lll Sld tooglnatl on. The novel h.1.s III good plot "lt.h an lnten1ttng twi st and plen ey 

ot exc ltl n& acti on btgl ml ng with a j ail break and tncHng with a abootlnc t1atch l n a 

~ at.ru t, Not n&r")'bocly•a choice ot bode , but uce U tnt ot us kind and worth Su 

place on ell coll ector, book~ llns . 
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NELSON LEE COLUMN 
Conducted by J/J:K WOOD 

AGAIN TOO LATE! 
By 'ti, 01 G, Lofts 

In the June issue of the Nelson Lee Column, I queried tbe where

abouts of Julius Heman , vbo in my article anti tled "Ali IIITE8ES'l'IIIG 

NUMBER" I menti oned would be a moat hiBhJ.y interesting person to meet , 

Thanks t o the great endeavours by those two South African entln>

siasts Charles Van Renen and Ken Kirby - vbo if I ms:; sey so , would 

have done credit to the efforts of Nelson Lee on the same detective 

world They located the widow of the late Julius Herman - who was able 

to fill in quite a few gaps about her late husband , 

It seems that Julius died only a fev years ago, and in the writers 

opinion it is a great pity that this research was not perhaps carried 

out say five years earlier . ( There have been at least t en vell lmovn 

authors vbo have died in recent years, before I could contact them in 

connection about their ovn vr1 tings) . 
Mrs. Henn an seys -
11· kne11 that my husband had wr1 tten s chool s tories for the 

' Magnet' and ' Gem' whilst studying at Cambridge (England ) but I do not 

have any r ecords about them •• • He never lost interest in those stories 

and papers, they were very dear to him, and after the last var he tried 

to pereusde Mr. Frank Richards to make a s tart and p, blish thoo> 88Bin, 

As far as I can recollect bis ansver vas not very favourable , 

I em very sorry that my husband, did not make ywr ( to Mr. Van Rener 

acquaintance during hie lifo time , I ..,, sure that it vould have given 

him a great deal of pleasure in viev of the m.tual interest .. , • About 

the extant of tho us ociation betveen my late husband and the ed1 torial 

offices - I cannot give you any info mati on . Besides those school 

s tories my husband wrote two books , one on Bernard Sbav, 1The Man and 

his work' p,blished in 1918 under the pen-name of "Herbert Skimpole" 

and the other Oll8 "The Music of South African Life" by Julius Heman, 

M.A. , Ph,D,, p,blished in 1926. This book consists of various essays , 

Another old friend of Julius Herman - a Dr. Louie He= - wrote 

to Kr , Kirl>y as follovs : 
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111 knew Julius Hennsn at one t i me, and he once told me that he 
used to write stories for boys papers . He described to me, how be 
used to sit up all night , with vet towel s round hi s head , vri ting under 
pressure, I believe tha t he wrote grea t numbers of these sto r ies. If 
I recollect correctly , it was whilst he was a t the University (c,..
bridge). He was of course a teacher, and in rey opinion , not a vary 
success ful one; for it appears to have been , that he was one of those 
unfprtunate members of our profess i on who caIU1ot keep orde r i n the 
classroom : (Shades of l!OSSOOl ll.O .G. L.) ••• • • 

So t he out come is that Julius Herman has been proved to have 
•passed on' and the full extent of his writings will never be known, 
though the data gleaned from his widow and friend is interesting, 

* ********* * 

t1eet lng he}d 29f.h HSY, 1962 
ren mcct>ers Nere present a t the Annual Cioocral Neetfng ..wi &:IOl'lg.St them were U'l8 

TNasure r Norman Gregory looking 'fer"/ ttt alter his lcng sc.o, tn hosp ital ard also the 
Secre t .:iry a rter th e absence ot two oeet l ng. 

The mtn bUSlness or the eVEnlng wa.s the election ot ottl eers tor the ccclng year . 
As expect ed there 11a.S no clu11'€e In the matter or the secretarY and tre asurer. BJ a 
lllaniDoua vot e , Jack BelHl eld was elected chalrmn and Tm Porter, es per rules or the 
Club, reverts to vtec-ch a~ arx:t al.so accepted tt,.e pos iti on o r Llbrarhin . llblch haa 
lo.In doniant slnee the dee.th or tu-s. Port er l nst year. 11\e treasurer presented a very 
S.ltts raetory rep ort dl.Ol'l'lng a slight profit ov<:r ll18t year and wm.s OClll)l1Iaent ed on ~ . 
Aa he sportlnsl.7 pointed out. , SOl!le or those tbo.nkS ffere aue to Madge Corbet t who bad 
caTlcd on during his Illn ess . Before t.he prograc:e eca:,enced, Jack Corbett reported 
tJ\e pl easan t tac t that NN. Haalltoo Wright had proo l sed t o be present a t the J une 
ocetlng . 

The •cuess the ?:urbu'4 ttm Nl3 won by Ray Bennett flho i!!.l.10 aave a ver, Interes t ing 
talk on old boysf books ot earl l er years mil querted whether th ere wa., 31lY posslbtl tty 
ot the better k:nOllll'lserles by F'rMlc Richards and E.S. Brooks bet~ re-published . An old 
topic CIICh discussed but again t.heN were Cl!fl1' Interesting opinions put tonrard . Af ter 
the Interval the SecretuY ' S quiz was won by Joe Harst on md Norman Cregory joln tl.,y. 
Foll owed the di stribution ot a nuttier or 'Hodern Soys-. 11len the assertiled c<:q>MJ had 
the pl easur e or seeing t he l ASt ttasnet or all, No. 1683. Two readings WOl.lld ~ the 

progrtm:111. Fir st a read lng "trom 1921, Grwtrtnn Holi day Ann\141 ' In othe r Peopl e' s Shoe$" 
by Di ck Pen told. Ia oth1r words or Hnde:e Cort>ett.. Ted Dovey ccnl;r t bUted the sec ond 
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reading - 'ft!e Edlt.or lal fl'OII Nagnet No. 168}. A tull nlgh t 1 s progranme md am enjoyed . 
It bad also been decided earli er tn the ntgbt that we met.e no charce In cieettng nlgbts 
and so I t remtns - the last TUesdeY fn each oontl'I (bar the one r or Dececi>er tor obT1oua 
N&'Ons). '!'here "a.s a reterene t to t.he Hatlock Connntlon b7 Tcxn Porter end Vli8 BecNtar)' 
..no represented 11.l dlend at tbllt T8I7 enj(l)'able gathering ot th e clans, gaff a good account 
ot all &bat c.ran,p INd + 

Another Idea l setting rcr the London Club ' s meeting plac e tbls J\S'le was Ul a Gard.en 
Fl at or Brian and Hrs. l)oJle at Cl apham. SUnshlne outs ide and the rruh green of th e 
gara&n mst han inspired Bill HorTts wt th bis select ion or • Desert Is l 81ld Cc:al)8n1on .. • 
Hts llat was l1ltk Ltn le7 , Will iam Wlbl q , PaUl ProUt, Vernoo-S..ttll , Dicky HUgent• 
Trott er the page, to,iser llld St:lq,ole. Hts reascna tor haVtnc th ls l ot nre sO\ald and 
the excellent ec:q,an, iresent enjoyed hi s recn.riu about the m. 

ttl lll cent LYle rendered a nr, gOOd •Butlers Erld Traci>I' qu iz. Rocer Jenlr.tns belng 
t he wlnner. krter b la success 1n th e qulz Roger deltghte<l the meabers wlih. a 'H I')' t ine 
reodlng tram the •rtagne t • South Seu aer ies , U\e part Mere Bunter le ans to t r,- and 
Jotn '1W: 1Bou1der• on his cru t ae . 1'h1a wwi greo.tl¥ enJ0700. 

Len P3.clclm conctucted hls IGrc7frlnrs ald c.o ., quiz. B1U Lotta a 1W7 a.isy 
wlMer of a TilrJ r tne brat n- teaaer . 

Dal Webster conc:lJOt ed •Drop of Che Bat• 1n 1111\lch al l pre sent drelll a s lip trom the 
hat atd then expounded on the 8Ublect for one mlnuw. 

J. flt')' tine rendenous Indeed, 'lhat wi th the well lin ed bookshelves and Che 
e"J:cellent repMt that Bri an sid Hrs. Doyle plua Hrs. Doyltl se nior regaled WI withe 

Next meet.Ing on ain::i~ , Ju1J 15th at. E:lcelslor House, Grove Roaa, Burblton, SUn-ey. 
Host Eric FO)'rle . lt lndl.1 lnfom It Intending to be present . Phone Eld>rldge J.357. 

lJ{ClE BDIJANIN. 

Keet tng he l d J Oth Jtr1e. 

Oe~ l t e the fact that th.la meeting was held on Whi t SUnda,y, the attendance was 
qut te good, ffllY Jlm W&lsh be ing absent . 

After the read ing of cotTtspondence , ald the 6ecret.arY's r epcr t, t htN -.s d l~ 
cus.sl on on various aublect s, followed by a tar-too-ea.,y ecrostlc aublllttted by Frank case 1 
thi s was solved before cne cc.uld Sfl1 Cet?K IOMbsno, Ju.st as well no prlr.ea were ofteN<I . 
Then caoe a team &808 or Cl"l ss-cros.s Qltz set t,y Bill Wl~ or , the N SUlt be ing a ti e of 
two gac.s each for the tema led b)' Jack Horgan and Norman Pragne ll. 'Iba dectder will 
tie played next mcnth. After retres?r.ents "' t ock part tn another or Erle FIIYJ1a1 s contrcr 
ve.rst al Issues , ohosm once again t,y Jack tklr'gan, dld this gan 80.ope tor IOCl8 animated 
dtscus.ston , am r:anY" interesting points of view"'" heard am atred . '!he eventng ended 
at nln e o'clock wi th th e lttlrer,t bus iness , arxt we look forward to our next meaUng oa 
Ju11 8U!. at the taual th:. . 

fllANl CASS. 

!2!!!!!!! 
11\ere was a somllhat smaller attendance then usual oo J1me 9th ltlen cha irman 

Ceof t'Ny Wil de opened our meeting , probab]y beCallsa of tbe fln e sucmer weather. No 
doubt the 'roses • aa:tch at Hu cUngley abo had acnethtna to do wtth tt. 

Routine business '1188 soon Otalt with , Sid then Gtl'T)' J.lltson nad us a eel eo'1 c:n 
......................... ~"" .. _,., .. ,,. ........ _, ..... ..,_ ...................................... , ............................... - ................ -,_· .............. _,, .,,,. .. ,, ...... _,, ...... .,, ..... .. 



Page 28 ---------------------
rrcm 001T'9se>ondtnc• rec e lnd dUrtnc the a:::inth, tti. cbt er · t tt11 or "'1tdl wu a Tfl7 
tnt.ertstln&: Sld cm1na letttr troo our PNa1dent, P. c . Wodehouae. Two new po1t al 
eiett>ers l'lert ,nrolltCI . 

Jack Wooct than aroused pleasant cal!'DrtH t cr aant or ua '*1.en ht ~Uctd e. 
tirc:chw-e ta.sued b7 CUsells adYt rt. latng ' Li ttl e Folk , • tor Moud>er , 1922 (new .rtala 

bY Frat*. H. ShM .-.a OU"bttn , O\a\Mler , lhcrt atortu b7 D. H. PartT ~ Al!Nd J\Xk!, 
' lA'>Cl t Useful ,' , c.c. ) . 

A. ell.cu.sal on en tutur e prclNtD!s fo ll oM<I, and It wu &BNed ihat • • lhould 
ha,, a tea t.UN ent itled •11r Favo1r1t 1 Chapter ', coa;menctnc nut ocnth , two aut:tn to &1n 
readln&a at each mHtlng . A turth er suggestion , by Hol.ly /..lll son, th at we should haw 

r eadlr.gs trcD th e workl or P. c . Wodehouse, wu wartll.y rec eive d. 
l'.rl1 or our postal md)rs , Herber t ~ . ot Bartcri on Htmt>er, aubc:lltttd bis 

li st o r 12 •ou, rt Island Boe*&' ancl this na Nad 1n bis abaenc, b7 Ron Htd&ton. 
I t wu a nrt ea and .-i t.trt.atnlrc 1111.: 1. A TA\ICl'I Jack Vol~ of Ille Cr lc ln&l Coatedtr

atlc::n ,er1 es : 2. th e second HatTY Wharta1 Rebe l H r les trca th t Na.olttj } . !!:IZ: Gm, 

except one b1 a taub• wrtter J f6. 1'11 Sherlock HolDa ~ 1tor tu ; 5. TNa.surt Island , 
by R.L. Stev en.sen; 6. MY Herc ul e Poiro t at.or,' ll;Y' /,aatha OU-In t , ; 7 . ElJ&ll'lt Arm bJ 
LOrd L)'t t.on; e. A Tale ot Two Cttt ea b)' Om-l ea Dtckens1 9. 11\e Adventure • or Rarn ea 
b)' &.w. Ron ul\& . Hr. Quipmn bt t ng a great st . f'rarit:•s enthu st u t, th e rematntns thr ee 
were all Monster Lt brart e1, No. 1 'nM Schoolbo1 TN:asure s eekers , No. ) fl'le T)nlnt ot 
St. F'Nnt.s, Ho, 8 St . f'ralk s tn London. 

An lnterYal t or ntNll:IDent a tollcwtd , atte r 'llbtch "' bad a .sesstoo or •rweney 
Questions" posed BJ Gu,·7 Alltaon, The oeetlna t ero tnat.td at. 9. 20 p. i:i. 

Next 1:1eettna, Sattll'daJ, 1bth Ju17 , 1962. 
P. HANCOCIC .. Kon. Secre tary. 

fmOO:! e ~ ~a: ;!:: fott thU G:~ ~~~= :pu~:'"t~::r .:!: laid 
ht a l ow just over a yeo.r a.go. 

We wish him a ~eed:J return t o per t eot ht4l th . Get well soon , Gerry . 

DEAR ow PA(B 

ffle adult eye la not. th l ao,c. reliab le tnstnment. tor ma,urtng t.he atrlta or bo)'s' 
wu:kll es. In t.he (teya tften I .,., a legltl mte cusiooer t rt'Hlltd tn Jtiat I nCM re cognise 

w1th a sl&h as the three hoarl u t or IDl)Oster s - th e , entrtloqutat , th e atut nc heir and 

th e IZll)ersonator . 
UIOn, t.he mny wonders ct th • world to mite an ll!l)&et on UW" wJde-e)'ed IMocence , 

vt11trll oqut sa -.., t ho.Te been one ot th e t trst , I as barelY out cir ptnaror., tlben Val 

r cx wu 1.q)ostng on c:o-credulity In •PlCK•. Bine t tben , J hau heard ntr7 nn t rllcqul st 
or note m'ld tar too Dllfl1 or no note .ti auoner , alJm.)'s with a prctomd d l uatlstacttoo. 

()llJ thr ee of th 1a prodUced anything mere nol'll&l th.wl th• t)'J)IC4l OUCIEV' • trf)lnt , ttill e 
th e sol e adv entl.D"tr tc tack l e • 1at t a t1ons- earned Dtf reluet .-.t admira tion , not t or results 
but tor tqrudenc , . Ccnstderlng the r emrk abl e ru ults achi eved bY a seore or schoolboys , 
tncludtng such a rat ass as w.e . Bgiter, t.hts waa not Ylhat ont expected t roo th e eNam or 

the •hal ls 11 • 

How al l tb e11 wonder-lklrklng juvennu bid a eoaicn ancesto r, nu t autho r or Val ro1 , 

~ ether J>81ln& a coooealed tribu te to his sourc e ct Inspir ation or a lci,1¥ mttnc a thorouch 
j ob or plaglart,m , gins th e l tad - t o va1ent ln1 Yox, Ventriloquism t s , or oourae , a C10lt 

anci ent art . Anyone delT t na: Int o the ,ut,j eet w111 end dripping with 1nton:11it Ion aboUt 

anci ent f.Qpt, v.tiert lt waa credited with hel p ln,-out when oracular statues btcaa t oncue

tted , about eTen more anci ent a,1na, and about D.rycles of Athens and his pupils , the 

• t,tl l)'-proph et ,. or at.Ill ancient Greece . (oonC.J~ on pace '6) ••• 
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a has been rca.llf a 1'0ndertul c,onth In the Nagnet Sld the 0,111. Qui t e a Presld80 t. 

has been cNattd . 
1he IIOnth opened In Ult Na&nti. wtth •The SchoolboJ Detecttve •. He was cal l ed in 

to Craytr l ars btcau.st both C-Oktr and Boak.Ins h3d amty stolen , and ht d l seov_.td that 

th e thJe t was Ule new port.e r, CleeJte. The ~ detective t s Dalton Hawke, the son or a 

Scotland Yard Inspect.Or. I sum to hav, heBl"d. or h la In soot othc!r po.per, but. I maY be 

""°"'• thts tuue or tht ttaa,,ec. was the rt nt one for quite e Iona tl:. to t,e Illustrated 

by M'\lu r Clart e . 
Next week was a a lq,U' t t rT lt le st ory call ed •The St o l en Schoolboy3'1. nw: cllJm 

wer e lhar,iha ted , and Harry Wharton was glv en th e ropet s end oa hi s bare back. ff\ ere 

wa.s a pht.UN or tllls on th e ooYer. It was great. Delli sa,ys t •a a aaellst, IO I oellld 

b!D a social tat . so now w-e ' N qui t s. I dOn't kn<* tllbat e ltber ts, .o hcnour h sa t. Ir 

t ied . 
Then " ' MCI •The Ci rcus School bo)"' about Horace Hobbs, the st rmees t boY on ear th , 
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,tio 9'el'lt to Grt:1trlara DNtendtng to be Bmthorpe . Alter tbts eeme an exeeptl on&llY 
good yam , •Under Susptc t on• lflt ch onee more lntrodUced Del.ton R5*e. Hr. Capper, 1llbo 
l s a pbl lateUst, had a atq, sto l en, S> 9,1splcloo tell on Ule tbree phtlatel l sta snon, 
the bofs - Oall'rY, Newland. ttld the new b(f', Bantbo[J)e, But Dal to n H8* e fOWld out that 
t.lle dlt er waa CadabY or th e fllell, so Cal1sby wa.a espelled , and Dr. Hol.&s was TUT 
gratet'Ul "1 Ol Dalton Hatlke. 

dooe :c~ ~B 1~~~~ tbu;~ "=t~~=r w~:'beoo~a:;~ I mome~:loned a, 

en July 6th MllD took me to th e l ast daY or Renle7 Regatta . Sbe wore a lon}y ha t 
U ke an eaat e• s ne.st wtth tbe eaa].e atttt ng 1n tt. Ung Cleorge 8"' ~een Har,' attenoed 
In the Rayal barge, t.<Md by waUrt)Qf'I wttb Nd ll TtrS , ~~ands ot oar s were r ai sed 1n 
sal ute , and I )'8118(1 ~ head or r . We staYed tor the tlrew ortta , and neryt,ody "u ln bed 
1'ber1"' got. OOlll'I, 

I boUght. Comto cuts In Henle:,, but rt.Im was a blt .&hocked with Tom, the Ticket of 
Leave Kan lfl o had m adYenture wt tb P .c . Faley toot , She aatd t cught to get toaethlng 
oore edtt'yt ng th an p icture s or a convic t oo Tlck.eN f-Laan • but ft smiled as ahe 
sa id tt, I Uked the ator')' about Nnrtln Stee l, the detec ti ve, ao I ca, bu1 Comic o.iu 
eeatn. 

HtD ts a aurtrag et te bUt not a mUt tery ooe. A ~ threw a bag <lf flour at Hr. 
A,qutth t s oar durine hll Ylatt to Ches t er . tbD • 11.tdabout It , but tbe woman wu ttned 
tlw !h.lllt nas , ao 1 don•t 1uppoae Ille tCVld t t a slllnc, cat t er. 

In Che Oxford and Ca:ibrt(We. cricket mat.ch at Leeds this montb both ieam. aeor«l 
221 runs 1n the ft.ra t lnntngs. tt was qui te indelible . J... F. Wilding , t or th e th ird 
year NVllng , bas * aite t cmts ~Ion at WtcbledOn. Doug plays tem ts, and. he pays 
me to t ag b&lls tor-blc.. It helps with CV weekly book exp,ense.s.. Doug also &ln1 me 
h ls ' Cheer Boys aieers, and a new ser ies or ralllf81 at<rSea has started by Hor-a oe 
Pnllllps. 

In the BoJ' a Fr i end th ere ts a new s eri al C8ll ee2 •ny tna Armada• bJ' Jom Trege lll s. 
Dad a.oys l t ' a lndoltble to have n tale about war with Oermany, because the Oe:rmns have 
alwaYs l ow d r.he ez.1t1e. He says It. would be Indeli bl e to t hink they woold send lot s 
or their Ceman bandl o'Ver here to plaf lt they didn 't 11.lte us. 

'lbere "8.S o te~ lble ells.aster at Cadeb)' Colliery, wttb a death roll or DON than 
eo. 

The Cct::1 MS bem wonderful thi s J:1iOOt h. First or all 'The Whip Hand' t n ,titch 
Crooke bl ack.malled Ta!I HerT7. The OOTer' was by Naedonald as usu.tu, but the In s ide 
plctl.lN!s were bJ Wanwtck Reynolds . ~ pal L1ndlll1 .sa,rs that Reynolds ls a Tery f ine 
artist , and he ts amoyed because t lik e Nao bett.er. or oourse , 1 hoven•t an artist i c 
IOUl. I een 't eTen .-a.. a 'lll'!lmtng t icke t t n a ratrle . 

J.ri \llUalal story' was •J.n Art air or 01.!f)oooul" Jlllch started with St . J l m•a: s£1110f's 
pl {G'lng crick.et ~a1na:t Femd.a.le. Xlldare quarrelled wlt.h soce or the Ferndale cen -
Lagden, TUnstall and tlonaon - and eYentuaU, XlldaN f ought L.ngdm an1 gave bl ci a rea l 
pasting. But Lagden sa td o. trllfll) had dooe tt , and t he t NICI' W.lB arNSt.ed tor assalllt ~ 
batte17. So U ldnre conreu ed tn cc:urt , md the i:l..'.glatrnu go....e Mm a tl clt lng orr. It 
was a gro.-,....up t ype or story and J enjoyed lt. 

tben etae •n,e Ltcitt• the tunn l e,t Ciem I have ne r read . A Nlsa Ponsot:lbJ was put 
tn CMZ"ge or me Bwl"tb r on:i. 

flnall¥ • 1TCIII Hen,- • s Leaton or Honour, • 1111:1tdl was nry good Indeed. Next c.erm I 
DaY start DemY' a Leel oo or Honour at School. 

' The E, hool tn:Ser eaivas • ts sti ll golng strong tn the Geci. tt gi t a: bit ter am 
bet ter, md It bu now tntf'OCl)Ced HerT Bentzel a Genwt spy. It aak.es you thi nk . Ko7be 
a 1'ar wttl!. Gen:imy tsntt so lndel tble as Dad aeem. to beli eve . 
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' WILLIAM THE GREAT 
.- " By Derek Adley 

Of all the articles "J'lbliahed in the latest issue of the C,D, 
Annual the one that gave ·me the most pleasure vas Gerry Allison Is on 
''William," It was like thil first discovery that I was not the only 
perso n in the whole world that collected boys ' papers . Here was sane
one else who enjoyed a William book too , 

This is a subject that has 'never been touched on before in C,D, 
which is a great shame, for to me the William books are of great 
nostalgic interest and inmy opinion "ere an important phase in the 
history of old boys ' literature for they were read by ·people of all 
ages in a similar manner to the Bunter books, 

By coincidence, and to add to the del:l,!ht of Gerry's article , 
on Christmas Dey th e B.B.C, Televisio n screened the film version of the 
only long c()l;lplete William tale ever written, entitled "Just Williem 1s 
Look", The casting of Garry Marsh as Mr, Brown was excellent with Jane 
Velah to mooth his ruffled .temper as llrs. Brown. A brief appearance 
of A, E, Matthews as the tramp was al'so quite convincing but I •m ai'raid 
that I vas not impressed w1 th William Gr ahame pl aying the part of 
William , fo r I expected a' burli-er and far more boisterous type of l ad, 

He didn 't seem to have the con:mand over th e other "out laws" as he 
ahould have had , but problib]y the reason for this is that , as with 
Bunter, a great deal of Wiillam ' s ~ucce ss was due to his portrayal 
by the artist that drew him , 

Known widely as Thanas Henry, "'liilliam's" artist was actua l.zy born 
Thomas Heru:y Fisher and he lives today in a hillside cottage near 
Melton Mowbray and is sti ll active as an illustrator , 

Thomas Henry as we knpw him best, illustrates individually each 
William book with great care and a ttenti on to the story and does not jus t 
use the same characature of Will ian over and over again in different poses 
in the manner that so many othe r famous characters have been drawn. 

Thanas Henry vas first asked t o il l ustrate a William story in 
Newnes "Home Magazine" in 1919 after saneone else had had a go at it 
and fai l ed t o make the grade in the editor• s eyes . 

William has changed considerably through th e years as so many 
other fanous char acters hav e done , ( try for instance comparing Mickey 
Mouse through the years t o the present day) but his face st ill remains 
the lovable William 1s , 

Thanas Henry Fisher was born in Eastwood , Notts , in the house 
opposite that of D. H, Lawrence, and at the age of 14 was apprenticed 
as .a lith o,gra.l',f;l'L to Messrs..., .Thomas Fol'll)Sll&.Son;,, .. _NtnP"W .fr!IJlrhts1.:rs 
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and Printers . His first r eal j ob was to wol1< on li th o atones , for the 
original full colour production of the "Sai l or" on the Players 
cigare t te packet . Today Thomas Henry st i ll draw a regular spor ts 
cartoon for the Nottingham "Football Poat " and a weekly topical cartoon 
for the Not tingham Weekly Guardian , 

Although he am Richmal Crompton have collaborated from 1919 it 
was not until 1954 tha t they actually met, at a dinne r in Nottingham 
during the Book Festival of tha t year. They met as lifelong friends 
and ye t st r angers . Surely they must have toasted Willism, that boy of 
fiction to whom they owe so mu.ch. 

Just as Richmal Crompton has written man,y novels of great merit 
apart fran the Willian books , so has Thomas Henry proved himself a de
lightful water colour artist apart fran his ill ust r ations in line -
in fact his luminous studies of the cr eeks of East Anglia alone would 
have made him notab l e , but it is "William" who has made him famous. 

* * * * * 
IIJlm W'ILLIAM" 
By JACK Hm!IES 

May I add a P,S. to Gerry Allison's delf8htful "Foreve r William" 
in the recent Annual? 

His list of Willi am books will need a slig ht adjustment as far as 
overseas readers are concerned. No. 21 ''William's Bad Resolut i on" was 
originally entitled "Willian and A.R,P." whilst No. 22 "llilli sm - the 
Film Star" was originally "William and the Evacuees", These original 
t itles still appear on thes e volumes i n Australia , where the Wi lliam 
books are printed ( on infe ri or paper ) fo r Dymock ' s Book Publishers by 
a Sydney print ers , As yet William's Televis i on Show and William the 
Explorer have not been locally published . 

Also, for Gerry ' s list to be s t rictly accur ate, I think mention 
should be made of anothe r William book which was published by Newnes 
in August , 19}9. It was called "Just Williar., - The Story of the Film ". 
The publishers note in this book is as foll ows:-

"The publishers desire to draw at tenti on to the fact that 
the fil.J:l "Just \lilli am" is not based upon the book bearing 
that title, which was the first of the William series . 
The sto rie s which have been used for the film , imd which 
are included in the present voluce , were select ed fran 
six of t he William books l!B providing a suitab le sequence 
for t he fil.J:l." 



Six stories ver e in thi s book and then 152 J)ll&es of s cript of 
t he film followed . 

The film was made by Associ ated Briti sh Producti ons and starred 
Dicky Lupino as William with Fred Dlmey as Mr. Brovn and Roddy McDovall 
as Ginger . 

I vonder hov many Di8est "llillism" fllllS aav this film ? 

EDITOR' S NOTE: This film vas entitled "Just William ' s wck" over 
here . It was releas ed t o th e cinemas m8'1Y years back , and was shown 
on BBC TV on Boxing Night , 1961. I <XlllJI>ented t o Miss Ricl1nal Cranpton 
tha t the book "Just Yilli 1n ' s w.ck" vas the only Yilli 8111 ,du ch I have 
never both ered to read more than once , and she agreed t hat it w not 
•genuine Yillism . " The book vas a ctually writt en f'ran the film , 
th ough Miss Crompton added certain episodes of her own. Should any 
overseas r eader find diffic ulty in obtaining aey of th e Yilllac 
titles , they can be mailed froo this office t o any part of the world , 

• * • • * * • 
TELEVISION CRITIQUE 

YILLIAII FINDS A J OB (B,B.C. June 9th) 

It i s , perhaps, unfair to criticise a chil dren ' s play , Als o, 
illdi vidual mental pictures of belo ved charscters vary so widely that 
it must be admit ted that producers have a diffi cul t task , ill t he 
same, it is impossibl e t o believe that th e BBC, with their vas t re
sources , coul d not have made a bet ter job of bringing the Brown family 
to T.V. 

It vas a f'ra/imont from one of Ric!Dal Crompton ' • deli cious tal cs , 
and familiar t o th ose vho know th e Will iMl bocks . On TV it never Olllllo 
alive at all except in the happy cameo of t he artist pleyed by Ca.rd.ow 
Robinson . Robinson ' s tal ent and experi ence , in f ac t , s howod up all 
the other short cocings . 

Gi nger , °""8las and Henry were adequate , though I nevor got aey 
idea of which was which . Mrs. Brovn never gave th e s l ightest impre ss i on 
of t he kindly matron we know and l ove so well. Robert was t oo old f or 
the adolescent whoso amatory adventures convulse us in th o sto ri es , 
Ethel vas too much of a t eenager , and never shoved t he smartness and 
poise for vhich she is noted . 

Tho l ad pleying Willi am did his bes t , of course , but he was 
sadly miscas t, He never remot ely approached the William of Richmal Crom.:e!2!L.,and.Th~m:l! . ___ . ______ ... _ ._. _______ ____ _ 
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WILLI.All. THE OOU!lTERSPY (B. B.C. June 16th) 

Again we have a fr"l!""'nt fran a f21:liliar story by Richmal 
Crompton, adapted quite neatly . Robert gave a good performance , but , 
t o this crit i c at l eas t, the general miscasting remains all too evident . 
William l ooks far t oo much like a prospective spiv from the roughe r 
section of any lar ge ci ty to suggest Miss Crompton' s bel oved bundle 
of wickedness . I st il l have no idea which is which of t he Outl aws, but 
one of thee , at least , would have made a far better William . 

* * * * * * * * * 

YOURS SINCERELY 
( Int eresttng 1tef"'..S t ron the Edl t.o; , s Lette r- B911) 

KFNNEffl KIRBY (Sout h t.trtca): tty strqes t appr oval or your tfr.ie ly reoarics In April 
c. D. on th is ridicul ous question or Ydlo ft'(lS th e greatest school • sto ry writ er . Not onl.y 
ls there no doUbt on th e l!°.:Ltter ; th er e Is no oth er wri t er ,,ho cm even be t oll ed a coer 
petlt.or . Paul.ts Chm-les HiE!ll ton certa inly hod , just as Dickens did , but ts there 81'1)'

boctY or lit erary consequence who cm real }y coqi.:ire Gal sworthy or Well s "1th ht~ as a 
novelis t ? Hy two senior cl assos are doing •Henry Edmnd• and •David CoppertlelcP re 
spectively , and tt has been Drought hooe very strongly t o cie how r.uch oore htlt'lSllt Y there 
t s In Dlckens despit e hl s e~gera t lons and stn tt centaltty. And so t t ts with c. B. The 
Grwtrt~s dl.'.ll'OCt ers ore r eal 8ld l iving, event.h ough t heir lit e Is not realis t i c. 

(The book 8l'roI't1 -..hlch goes every conth tor the Star Lette r or th e cont.h hos beEtl sent to 
the N'lt cr or the above. • D>.) 

~~~Lo2d~~u!r "r:~a!; :i.~~ ~~!e 1ie!:~~1~/~~1!! ~~~~~~ ~ 
nen r been dale. 

=~:Ylli-.R'Ele c:~~~ 1~:= th~ r~=~~-t ~ t :e l~~~=l~~~l~~-He~r~~s 
1~:~iook 

so d is t.Mt now, and we, " Ith you, wi ll l ook forward to th e sa tt sra.ot l on or fulf ill ing 
the second century . 

~™CW~~:=: ~ng : ~ ftiJ~ : :e~ J~; t ·!n~ni~!e~ :n ~ 7~ttcles . 

BD( WHITql (London ); I see th e c r i tics are publish ing the usual p iffl e about f'rmk 
Ri chards . I t h ink t hat without a doubt he r ated .:'.CC!ngst th e best school sto ry N' lt ers . 
1llls, even If I QaY b.! the onl.)r old boy N'lo has a le tter troa him t ick ing too ot t. 

RAT HOPKTII§ (New Cross): What a love).y cover on th e Nay Digest & I bd l e-re you hsVe the 
or iginal «1 di sPlll.f at Excelsi or House , bUt t.ho.se l'tlo have not been tort tllate enough to 
see I t ;wtll be deUgbted with , this very , apr t ng· lik ~ view or .our T~ .,..1 .. 12.1St

1 
SQ ,Ulat ,,I H~ 
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ei «IJ071n& 'Dftm1'• 01117'. n la a tN.a\ to nad or a bo1" ""° qutu ••tden t.17 lan1 relldtng a1 meh as ooe dld It that age . I lUt e his aLra lih t • t aeed cOl:IJlenU tidllcb oam e 
Chi Nader to dllckle. Paaetnattng io thlnk ot An.bur Wontner am Re1 tnald OWen or 'lllbcm 
one tblnka III rather eld er lY aelora , pla,lng those 1:11met10 roles tn Ben Hur. 

!: ,WJWJ!:;.~:!!~ tb~ !~~,t~oo::cr:a~:.~~ .i:·~p~l~t. 1!: 
th.at I.best 11rtte r1 so or ten u.,e. 

In t he article on •HanctJ"', Jame, W, Cook lft.111 th e:rt wall'l 1t one Nd eemtng t eat.I.ft 
about Bunu r . How about bt a 1enulnt l o1'e tor his cot.her? Tbla •• lbONn on aeTW'Gl occaa tona. I oertatnJ.y don' t agN e with Hr, Cook's con:ient about •disp elling the cl oom so trequentl.Y found In the Oreytrtara stories.' 

Cfflt Ncf<CftlU'S (BeUa,t): I tblnt m e ata"ldard ot the Dige st hu c.reat l.7 iqm)NC 
In Uie pa,; 1ee.r or '°• l'Mt'1 or the ar tl ol ts are lndetd n rr rtn e Nading , and tb e 
OO'YV" •o" la ,p l end ld . 

N!';!!f\~J~~=!,8!1
~~~ a~~1:c~~=t~;' C:! l~i~~~\~:~ = ~::~::t at 

<ll1tN sa€'d at th e reac t Iona or ht s two 1ounc pals to tht Na.gnet. tlodt rn yoqster a do 
not care r~r tb e area , Olcktn1 e lUler . ~ om you,g rtla th es enJoY t.hl edTentuN1 or 
HarT7 Wh.e.rton & Co but WIIOUJ.d prefer Bill¥ 81.rlt-er 1n small er ooaies. 

h1i~~ .'~Fr;~;n1 !u~:.,~::'~:c' ~: ·~~:r::;t r::!:~9:1:t th~ Gtn7 prasoot genero.t Ion. l nem t.o-•e that th e an.swer Lb.a np erlt:lMt gave la the onlY oot 
pc,,s tbl e . a, the Ytllr s are dlTtdea tnto area by evenu such a.t •ar , . Thtl.t \be peee ot 
llt t now la e1.1ch quicker than beto ni the wr.r m.ana tha t prea,n t.-day youth boa no IU'K:IWl edl • or 110rt l t laured <Says, and cannot appree tate those t lcies. For 1:11 per-t , ,till.It t 
read l at e-nineteenth and eartr,- tfl'ent leth century book1, r do not re allY ~rec ta tt Ut t 
or th a t per iod , not ba'flng ti;,er lenced tt, and '#OUld not han bout.ht UJe.a 1r they bad 11&atn beE:n pUblt:tl,ed alter the 191lr1918 WP.I", 

~,t~:.''!~~ ~o~::/~sttll aa enJ078blt ns enr . 
l!YI ,,,. , ,,.. a 

PAT au;rnRAN ( Ei re) 1b e JI.Slt t u ua: rea ll y rM8 the bell . Flr st , QJ rncurlt.e 
contribu to r , ttr . r. 1 . SJD)nds , put In a. wtlcoae re- npptaronce , "1ll t Ult t t r st lssie ot Coc lc cuu on tb e cover set the scene , Ba I t wer e, ror a rtr st • c.l oas Issue . r would 
U ke to expresa 'llf1 thank.a to BleklnM tor 10 deta ll ed a. rept.y to ey query eoneern l,- Che serle1 In Mich Suton Blake • • auppoaea to tit ki ll ed. 111"1. P&.ellzlm e t rtalnlY knows 
her Blat t . 

!!:!, twtT Wlll.ACE (Whetstone) : t neTer CllNd t or Hugtnt Grd hts MalmtNt1 t i ll t read 
aorae ear-17 na&ntt a trac lllb tcb I learned tha t he boo once tt.tn a powerful ll&hU.D& mn MO atb ht t . Hr. Breeze Bentle, 1 s ar tl clt tn c.o. Annual was excell ent , but hb 
rea ams f or Nuaent• s we8knea1 d id not aeeo l ogica l to me. lt Nugent •• a l.Nad7 
tatllb llshed as a po,rertu:J. t t&ht ir and a tblttt , bow could newcooers puati a &OOd and 
NgUl3r pl a,t r dOtW'l to tbt bottoo or UM rent l? ni t l"IHon tor bfs WIU:tltn w3\ ba n 
be-On h fl atnor , Dicky . 

(SurelJ' phy• tcnl pro11JtH Is onl1 a ~lnor dtt.311 tfl.en aasesd ng stl'Wl& th ot cbaN.ci1r. 
Nugent •• nner depic t ed aa a wry outeetnct t 121 con a t ,port, but ho wa, Al,wqs 
atratghtf orwaJ'd, open, k ind , and 10181, llllltch, surt- 11 , was tar more ~ t . Ytrr 
fe,i CN7tr ter 1 tan s would wane. Nugent arry dtr terent t rom "1at he -. . ... m . ) 
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In ti.Ma J.JJ •• be will drU an lnturtatt.n& blft rtcht up to 18!,0. 
It waa U\en t hat Htnr7 Cockton ddh eNCI to a dellcbted "°rld •Valtnt tnt Vtn tb e 

Ventrtloqut at•. fllta wu '1dl an \l>l"OU'OUI success that that u> or brua, Edlm'd Llo,d, 
li:medlatel.7 ruatied out •va i.1nttn, Vaux', b7 •tlD:ltb7 PorcMln .. , and enn tbb l..ipment and 
Interior ptrac:, ran to .}2 1c1. nudler1. 

•Val enUne Voxt l s a most atrtUng book+ Cookton, as tar- aa l can uee rta.1n, bed no 
preTloua won( on ttl:ldl to build and preMllbl.7 drew hla tnsptr a t ton troll bear ln& .._. 
actual performance or other . Not on)y •a he tbe absolute pioneer. tn th ta, the tnU .lal 
attt11>t• he ~ COIJ)l ete l.Y denloped the U'l.eee that not one of hi s horde or aucceuora bu 

~:::;:~: !°r~ :~~eo~!b;~c=~~~; l~~~t.1~!b~=~~~~d!~a:';1';:\1s· 
To let from a dormtt.ol')' wtndoW, acroa, a quadrangle , 'and Into a maater t a atudY on UM 
gl"Ound floor - benee th e upreu lon, 1 P1'°11.1ng It a bit teo .strona:•+ 

Poor Cockt on died 70\lll and wlCrbout ever lcnowln& that he bad set In IIOUon the moat 
r ei:iark.able tlcod or piracy, pl ag tarta and tmu.atton known tn EngUlh literature (•ve the \ 
markl ). BcYs• weeklies were hardlY tn uls ten ee betore tbe authors were herd at tt, the 
t lr nt or Ute maey being •s n as the Conjuro l4 (and ventriloqu ist) In Beeton'• •Boy,t Om 
Nagazlnt (1855), and as th e weeklies lncna,e<I so dl<I th e Tentr lloqulat s . Tbe7 ceri a ln].y 
came 81 a novelt, to each suceeedto g 1ener a tlon ot t,oys , but the sad truth la th at It was 
a lwq a Cockton, stewfd, h.aifled, r l s.sol ed and resun-eeted . There I& no po int In tr)'ln& to 
U st thoae 1n the Vlct.ortan weekU u , and tt the crop aeemed aln&UlarlY thick In Ama1&aae
tea Presa puhl teat Ions It was not because r.here was a gNater peroenta.go or such stories 
but sli:i,lY becauso there were more paper s and aooner or l a ter 110st prolt tt o authors turned 

I 

l 
I 

t o the l azy wny ot ensuring lntolUblY bwrioroua cow. ' 
Jn such S\.D'T'Ol.l'lcUngs, I a1JPPQ1e It MIS lnnltabl e that F'rank. Rleharda should haft b l• 

own ventrtloqutst. What was not so Inevitabl e was tha.t It aboul d be Bunter, a)d the stor ies .. 
Nad as !t he aJTlved a t t hat eminence by acotdul t. Quite a n\lllber ot. tb t ear l)' tales were 
pr aet-le,ally an lnvera too ot til e •sexton Blat. e , wres tler' (Sour , Nl lkman, etc) sertu , with 
the Owl a tte.q,ttng t.htnaa like hypnott• wlr.h r ather l ess than Blalte•a unY8r)'lng muteey. 
Ventrlloqul sz HU ju,t one ot these things, but while the other tads taded out 1n a week It 
rem.tned. True , ml.Ike hta co-tenant.a ot Credultt, Hall, BUnter•a powers d id not mow a 
mlraculoiu flowering, elt.her 1meii,1a1nec1 or alt er one lesson tro m a proresatonal , . Rt qutte 
llterallY dn:ned on tor an u:tended perlod bet ore F'rwlk R IC'Jlards promoted him t o proti!ten:,. 

HaTln& got bim there , . the autho r alwa,s aetll'l!d a littl e ~r aced about What be wu 
Ttndtng to hta conttd lng tollowers. Jq,robabl lttte s , ~ tor th at matter llll)Otstbl lltl ea , 
were not wicrloMl. a t Creytr tars and be gloaaed th em owr tn a most conYlnc:Jng raanton: at>on 
all, he never r nealed. t.he join ts In his armour b7 apologi s ing t or th em. But Bll'lter' rarely 
gave a dlspl q of hla Yolc&-throwlng pJ"OW'eas wi thout Bob Chtrf')' trying to make the lncred-
lble ace epWble b7 Nma,ric;tng; •n Cl.lSt be a , 1rt. It It needed any bra.Ina , &mter could'l•t I t 
do It.• 

It waa not onJy a gttt rroo the author: t t was a &ltt to ht m, ana one that he did not ~ 
negl ect . In the oontext, lt dtd not mtter part l cul.arlY U>at the ventrllOQuls wa, lheer 
balderdaah, or t.hat the Offll a •t at squeak" was so •lraculously transt omid In talae Pl'O"' 
ducttoo tb at he could cape •ttl! Queldl11 •not loud but deep:! utteranc e , or th at he could f,' ,I 
and did Mm hla llvfn& a, a circus pertonier . i.hat doea ut ter Ja th a t 11; we, rea:pm.,. 
Ible ror- ttie on].y aertoua pqehol0&tcal tlaw In frank R!cha'dst most taaious ehareoc.r. 

Btllter•a normal..comend ot th e En&lltb l anguage waa at best elet:ient4r1• n~ trag-=~ ,.:a~ ~~:!~!~:~r~ ~st~~:ad::.:t~ a!e~ t~~~~~.~er r1 
nnother nen moN t.ran,parent17 tut.Il e , Hark tl'le d'ld'l&e 111\en Btmt.er the Vent.rlloquJ•t toot 
overl Ke contronted 1lle EIOlt tr7lna and dan&erou, 1t t uatlor13 with a nern so eol olMl that 
th e Boundert 1 1111 mere putty bu lde ft: he not on]J' usmed ~elch •a Yolo.e, he aPIISd 
~eldt • a 'fOCObular, a1 well, 

that ~tJon •s prtwg>tScn on the author's ~ . illld J bell• n that Ul.l Pmoua 
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